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PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY LEADERSHIP VERSUS INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS DISCUSSED 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 28 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Liang Feng [2733 0433] and Wang Xing [3769 5429]: "Realization of 
Individual Rights Also Requires Party Leadership--Once Again on Relationship 
Between People's Democracy and Party Leadership"™] 


[Text | People's democracy includes two aspects: one aspect related to the 
principle of common conduct which requires that the minority obey the majority, 
first of all, with respect to questions of the state based on such practice; this 
aspect is of decisive significance. But democracy also has to do with another 
aspect, that of the freedoms and rights of the individual. The state prescribes 
the citizens’ right to expression, the press, assembly, association, work, rest, 
and the like and also provides practical, full guarantees for such legitimate 
rights. This aspect is indispensable to people's democracy. We can be sure of 
this point once we recall how, in the days when the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 
counterrevolutionary cliques held sway, and under the threat of the beating, 
smashing, and looting scoundrels kept by them, many people lost the protection 

of even their right to life. What needs to be pointed out is that under 
socialism, the realization of individual rights still cannot be separated from 
party leadership or from Marxist guidance. For, while socialist individual rights 
and capitalist individual rights are somewhat similar, the two are essentially 
different. 


Socialist individual rights and capitalist individual rights are similar to each 
other on two points: First, they are both secondary and subordinate to democracy 
as the system of state. Second, whether under capitalism or under socialisn, 
individual rights as such can never be absolute and must face specific limitations, 
including legal and moral limitations. There can be no absolute, unlimited 
individual freedoms and rights. 


But socialist individual rights and capitalist individual rights are also 
essentially different. 


The well-known 1789 French "Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen" 
prescribed freedom as follows: "Freedom is the right to engage in anything, on 
condition that one does not impinge on the rights of others." Thereafter, every 
bourgeois constitution has almost invariably prescribed the limitation on 
individual rights in this manner. When Marx exposed the pretense of bourgeois 
constitutions in extending freedoms and rights to the people, he said: "Freedom 
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of the person, the press, expression, association, assembly, education, religious 
belief, and the like (an inevitable conglomeration of all freedoms and rights in 
1848) all become inviolable by wearing a constitutional uniform. Every one of 
these freedoms is declared to be the absolute right of a French citizen, but 
always with one incidental condition that suggests it is unlimited only when it 

is not subject to the limitation of ‘other people's comparable rights and public 
security’ or ‘the law’; such law is designed precisely to coordinate between 
these various individual freedoms and between them and public security." However, 
these freedoms are adjusted according to the bourgeois order. "As a result, the 
bourgeoisie can enjoy these freedoms without being encumbered by the comparable 
rights of other classes in any way. As for the bourgeoisie's completely 
prohibiting ‘others’ from enjoying these freedoms, or allowing ‘others’ to enjoy 
these freedoms under given conditions (every condition being a trap set by the 
police), then that is merely in order to ensure ‘public security'--that is, to 
ensure the security of the bourgeoisie. This is how the constitution is written." 
("Complete Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 8, pp 134-135) It is precisely in this 
manner, said Marx, that "the bourgeois prate about democracy, but actually they 
do not really wish to become a democratic class." ("Complete Works of Marx and 
Engels," Vol 7, p 589) 


The proletarian attitude toward people's freedoms and rights is fundamentally 
different from the pretentious bourgeois one. It affirms such individual freedoms 
and rights, on the one hand, and declares the objective limitations of such 
freedoms and rights on the other hand. Such limitations are definitely not based 
on the narrow interests of one class but on the common interests of all the 
people, and they are activated by relying on the high degree of consciousness 

of all the people. What they limit is only the conduct of an extreme minority 
which hampers the freedoms of the majority. Of course, the time that has elapsed 
from the establishment of socialist democracy to the present is still rather short, 
and the prescription of the various specific systems is still far from being 
perfect. Pertinent experience is still lacking, especially with respect to the 
people's various freedoms and rights, how they should be coordinated, and how 

they are going to rationally develop forward, and it is difficult to keep short- 
comings and mistakes from occurring in piactice. When a major deviation takes 
place in our guiding ideology, it may even seriously impinge on the rights of some 
people. But we must see that problems in this regard can always be constantly 
solved through study, education, and repeated practice. This is different in 
principle from the intrinsic pretenses on the part of bourgeois democracy. 


Bourgeois democracy prescribes diverse and multifarious freedoms and rights, 

and among all of these freedoms and rights the core happens to be the right to 
private property. Just as Marx said, "The actual application of freedom as a 
human right is nothing more than the human right to private property. This right 
is a selfish right. This individual freedom and its enjoyment constitute the 
foundation of the society of townspeople. Such freedom makes everybody look at 
others not as a realization of his own freedom but as a limitation to his own 
freedom." It is precisely in this manner, Marx pointed out, that in a capitalist 
society, "this human right to freedom is established not on the basis of man and 
man uniting but on the basis of man and man separated from each other. This right 
is a right of separation, a narrow indiviuual right enclosed in oneself." 
("Complete Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 1, p 438) 











Since, in a socialist society, public ownership of the means of production 
replaces the capitalist private ownership, it thus basically negates the basis 

of bourgeois democratic freedoms and rights--the right to private property. Hence, 
socialism confers upon individual freedoms and rights a brand new meaning. It 

not Only requires a correct prescription of the definition of individual freedoms 
according to such new interests and moral standards and imposes on them reasonable 
limitations but, more importantly, it guides the freedoms into a new direction, 
placing these freedoms not on the basis of man and man separated from each other 
but of man and man associated with each other, thereby giving real development to 
such freedoms. Such freedoms should be contrary to those narrowly understood in 
the past. They do not consider others to be a limitation to one's own freedoms 
but to be the realization of one's own freedoms. This is to say, in a capitalist 
society people pursue free competition and the free expioitcetion of others, but 
freedoms advocated and developed on the basis of socialist public ownership are 
freedoms that serve the people and freedom to engage in creative labor for the 
people's cause. When others are happy, when the people are happy, the purpose of 
our own freedoms is also realized. Have not our revolutionary predecessors, our 
hundreds and thousands of martyrs in the past, sacrificed their lives and shed 
their blood precisely for such freedoms? On the basis of private ownership, these 
freedoms are greatly suppressed; only on the basis of socialist public ownership 
do they have broad room for development. Of course, under socialist conditions 
these freedoms still cannot help but be subject to due limitations because of 

the division of labor in society--especially the division between mental and 
physical labor, etc. But as long as we adhere to the socialist path and march 
ahead in a down-to-earth manner, such freedoms will become increasingly numerous. 


To sum up, the individual freedoms advocated by socialism are definitely not the 
freedoms based on private ownership as understood according to the bourgeois 
individualist point of view; they should be individual freedoms based on public 
ownership as understood according to the communist point of view. Such freedoms 
are obtained through the inevitable perception of the development of nature and 
society. The more fully they are developed, the more the implied individual 
intelligence, talent, and creative capability will be brought into play; thus the 
sooner, too, will come the leap from the kingdom of necessity to the kingdom of 
freedom throughout society. Obviously, such freedoms can exist and develop only 
when, under the leadership of the party, we educate and guide the vast ranks of 
the masses of the people by making use of the communist world view and view of 
life, when we overcome the individualism, departmentalism, and bourgeois view of 
democracy and freedom that still exist in the thinking of some people, when we 
establish communist morals and customs, and when we struggle against the criminal 
conduct of a very small minority dedicated to the destruction of socialist 
democracy. 


Either in terms of its content or in terms of its form, people's democracy always 
undergoes a process of development and perfection. It develops step by step under 
the leadership of the party along with the advance of the overail schedule of the 
revolution. If, before the elimination of the system of exploitation, we said 
that our democracy was intended mainly to unite us so as to deal with the enemy, 
then today our democracy (insofar as domestic questions are concerned) places 
emphasis on the solution of contradictions among the people so as to mobilize all 
positive factors that are beneficial to socialist construction. In this way, 
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history thereby places on our agenda the questions of further expansion of 
socialist democracy and the institutionalization of socialist democracy. It 
requires us not only to carry out even more comprehensively the principle of having 
the minority obey the majority in respect to state management and the management 

of other social life, but also to grant individuals fuller freedoms and to guide 
them correctly. Doing all this is utterly necessary under the new historical 
conditions. The theory on correct handling of contradictions among the people 

put forward by Comrade Mao Zedong--especially the concept of how, in the new 

era of socialism, we should "create a political situation in which there are both 
centralism and democracy, both discipline and freedom, both unified will and 
individual ease of mind, liveliness, and flexibility”--is precisely the theoretical 
generalization of such a historical trend in the development of people's democracy. 
It is of great, far-reaching importance in guiding the healthy development of 
people'e democracy, cleansing leftist mistakes, overcoming ideological petrifica- 
tion, and at the same time preventing and resisting the trend of bourgeois 
liberalization in the question of democracy. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


COMMENT ON LIU SHAOQI'S SPEECH ON STUDYING THEORIES 
Harbin HEILONGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 13 Jan 82 p 3 


[Article by Zhou Ruiqi [0719 3343 3825], Yang Mingsheng [2799 0682 5116] and 
Xu Shijie [1776 0013 2638]: "We Must Study Marxism-Leninism, and Not Too 
Little of It--Studying ‘Speech to the Students of the First Class of the 
Marxist-Leninist Academy'"] 


[Text] The "Speech to the Students of the First Class of the Marxist-Leninist 
Academy" (hereinafter referred to as the "Speech") in the “Selected Works of 
Liu Shaoqi," volume 1, is an important historical document on strengthening 
the party's theoretical construction. It played a major historical role at 
the time of welcoming the national liberation, achieving the shift of the 
emphasis of the party's work and building a new China. Today, our conscien- 
tious study of it still possesses an extremely realistic significance in pro- 
moting the study of the Marxist theories in the entire party, further streng- 
thening party building and solving the issues of the socialist modernization 
construction. 


Comrade Liu Shaoqi's "Speech" was made on the eve of the national liberation, 
when the liberation war had entered the stage of full-scale counterattack and 
the victory of China's revolution had become certain. To welcome the national 
liberation, train the party's leading and propaganda cadres in theoretical 
knowledge and adjust to the urgent needs in the development of the situation, 
the Chinese Cummunist Party Central Committee, in July 1948, decided to create 
an advanced party school, continuing to use the name of the Yanan Marxist- 
Leninist Academy and appointing Liu Shaoqi to serve concurrently as the prin- 
cip’l. The school was officially opened on 8 November of the same year. Com- 
rade Liu Shaoqi gave this major speech of a historical significance to the 
ratire student body on 24 December. In it, he analyzed the rapidly developing 
revolutionary situation and the theoretical level of the party cadres, pointing 
out that the theoretical training of the majority of them was inadequate for 
the more complex conditions in the new period of the revolution and stressing 
the importance of strengthening the study of basic Marxist theories and equip- 
ping the more responsible cadres with Marxist theoretical training. 











In the "Speech," Comrade Liu Shaoqi repeatedly exhorted the cadres to study 
Marxism-Leninism, and not too little of it. "Revolutionary actions are guided 
by revolutionary theories. When the theories are correct and the guidance 
correct, the revolution will succeed, otherwise it will not." His thinking 
was a scientific summation of our party's historical experiences. Before the 
1935 Zunyi Meeting, as the party did not have the correct theoretical guidance 
of integrating Marxism-Leninism with the reality of China's revolution, the 
revolution suffered severe setbacks several times. After the Zunyi Meeting, 
with the establishment of Comrade Mao Zedong's leadership position, our party 
extensively and intensively launched a movement to study Marxism-—Leninisn. 
Especially after the 1942 Yanan rectification movement, the entire party was 
armed with Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, thereby assuring the vic- 
tory of the war to resist Japan and the liberation war. When the new democra- 
tic revolution reached the major historical turning point of national victory, 
the Party Central Committee again included the reeducation of the cadres in 
the daily agenda, thereby assuring the shift of the emphasis of the party's 
work from the rural areas to the cities and guaranteeing the 12covery of the 
economy and the great success of the socialist reform. 


Today, our party is making an all-out effort to realize the four moderniza- 
tions. The conditions confronting us are extremely complex: The Chinese 
Communist Party has made an unprecedented development, with a membership of 

38 million. Half of the members joined during the "Great Cultural Revolution,” 
thus increasing the complexity in the party. As changes during a revolution 
are rapid, people's thinking during revolutionary changes is much more complex 
compared with normal times, thereby creating difficulties for ideological edu- 
cation. After the party's Third Plenary Session, with the shift of the empha- 
sis of the party's work, new conditions and new things emerge in an endless 
stream; therefore, we are faced with the urgency of studying and solving the 
issues. In short, while the objective situation has progressed, people's 
thinking has not quite kept pace. Some people have not thoroughly freed them- 
selves from the “leftwing" influence, still using the "leftwing" standards to 
observe issues. A small number of individuals consciously or unconsciousiy 
shows the tendency to cast off the party's leadership, deviate from the 
socialist path and promote bourgeois liberalism. The more common condition is 
insufficient training in Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought and serious 
one-sidedness in the way of thinking. Therefore, today, conscientiously 
studying more theoretical literature and assiduously mastering the basic prin- 
ciples of Marxism are extremely important in our endeavor to raise the party's 
fighting power, purge the leftwing ideological influence, combat and overcome 
all kinds of exploiting class ideas and other views conflicting with socialism 
and vigorously reduce one-sidedness, in order to adjust to the development of 
the situation. For this reason, studying Marxist-Leninist theories is not 
something which is nonessnetial, but the key link to unifying the entire 
party. Only with complete unanimity in theory will there be true unity in 
understanding. 


In the "Speech," Comrade Liu Shaoqi raised the study of Marxist-Leninist books 
and the mastery of theories to the height of pioneering and safeguarding the 
achievements and linked them with the question of whether the party would 











degenerate. He incisively pointed out the dangers confronting the party in 
power: "After victory, there will be those who will become corrupt and bureau- 
cratic.... Therefore, victory does not mean that it is no longer necessary 

to study Marxist books. On the contrary, we must, particularly with the vic- 
torv of the revolution, study more theoretical books and master the theories, 
for otherwise, with the greater complexity of the environment, the dangers 
will become more grave." The facts turned out to be precisely thus. After 
entering the cities, with the concerted effort of the entire party, we built 

a party in power with the best style in the world. However, after 1957, the 
theories grew ever more "leftwing." Due to the 10-year turmoil, the party 
organism encountered severe devastations, and the habits and ideas left from 
the old society rekindled in certain aspects. Among the party cadres, the 
phenomenon of scrambling for position, compensation and comfort has become 
more common; in the realm of the social economic life, such unhealthy trends 
as giving dinners and gifts, soliciting connections, demanding kickbacks, 
entering by the back door, waste and extravagance have spread seriously; in 
the political life and economic management work of the state, such undesirable 
habits as arguing over trifles, dilatoriness and irresponsibility in work, and 
such bureaucratic practices as concentrating on paper work and ignoring the 
practical issues have grown relatively prevalent. Recently, in his report at 
the fourth meeting of the Fifth National People's Congress, Comrade Zhao Ziyang 
pointed out: "On the eve of the national victory, Comrade Mao Zedong exhorted 
us to guard against the bourgeoisie's attack with 'sugarcoated bullets." To- 
day, we are again encountering similar conditions." He also pointed out at 
the same time: "The bureaucratic tendency found in the political life and 
economic management work of the state today is a serious obstacle to the four 
modernization construction." There are many ways to solve the problem, and 
studying Marxist-Leninist theories is one of the effective means to basically 
improve the party style. The fact that we make this or that kind of mistakes 
in practice is often connected with our own blindness and lack of theoretical 
knowledge. Only by acquiring more Marxist-Leninist knowledge and understanding 
the objective laws, thereby consciously acting according to such laws, will we 
free ourselves from blindness, adjust ourselves to the tide of the revolution 
and the needs of the people, and consciously combat and overcome the unhealthy 
trends. 


In bis "Speech," Comrade Liu Shaoqi particularly stressed the integration of 
the study of the universal Marxist-Leninist truths with reality. To accomplish 
the integration, he pointed out the necessity of attaining the "four-have:" 
"We must have both practical experience and theoretical knowledge, neither 
being dispensable; we must have both Chinese and foreign experiences, neither 
being dispensable." Today, to pursue the socialist modernization construction 
in a large Eastern nation of 1 billion population and to integrate the univer- 
sal Marxist-Leninist truths with the revolutionary reality, we have a greater 
need to attain the “four-have” before we can become qualified and competent 
leaders. The party's Sixth Plenary Session, with Marxism-Leninism and Mao 
Zedong Thought as the guide, summarized the positive and negative experiences 
since the founding of the nation and established the correct path for the 
socialist modernization construction adjusted to China's conditions. At the 








fourth meeting of the Fifth National People's Congress, Comrade Zhao Ziyang, 
in line with the experiences since the Third Plenary Session, proposed a 
10-article policy on economic construction, thereby finding a new path for 
China's socialist modernization construction. It is a product of combining 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought with the new conditions and new prac- 
tices of our economic construction, a great achievement of the Chinese commu- 
nists in integrating the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought with the reality of China's revolution and construction, and the basic 
guarantee for the great victory of the four modernizations. Today, the fervor 
to study Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought and learn science and culture 
has risen. If it is said that our work in the past was not bad, then, by pro- 
perly studying theories and acquiring professional knowledge, we will perform 
our work even better and advance even further. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SUBJECTIVISM AS BASIS OF LEFTIST ERRORS DISCUSSED 
Harbin FENDOU [STRUGGLE] in Chinese No 12, 10 Dec 81 pp 12-14 


[Article by Huo Fanglei [7202 2455 7191}: "Subjectivism Is the Philosophical Founda- 
tion of Leftist Errors--Some Experience Learned From the ‘Resolution On Certain Ques- 
tions In the History of Our Party Since the Founding of the People's Republic of 
China'"] 


[Text] The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the People's Republic of China" adopted by the Sixth Plenary Session 

of the 1lth Party Central Committee seeking truth from facts, has affirmed the immense 
success achieved by the people of the whole country under the leadership of the party 
for 32 years since the state was founded, and has scientifically analyzed the subjec- 
tive, social and historical causes of leftist mistakes. Studying the "Resolution" 

in earnest will enable us to have a deep understanding of the philosophical founda- 
tion of leftist mistakes, avoid repeating similar ones, and triumphantly carry out 

the four modernizations along the correct path. 


What is the philosophical foundation of leftist errors? I think it is subjectivism. 

As the "Resolution" states: "Our party has made mistakes owing to its meager experi- 
ence in leading the cause of socialism and its understanding of Chinese conditions. 
Before the ‘cultural revolution’ there were mistakes of enlarging the scope of class 
struggle and of impetuosity and rashness in economic construction. Later, there 

was the comprehensive, long-drawn-out and greve blunder of the ‘cultural revolution. '" 
Subjectivism is idealism in actual work. Subjectivism in our party has been manifested 
in two forms: Dogmatism and empiricism. The characteristics of subjectivism mani- 
fested by leftist errors since the founding of the state and the experience and lessons 
we should draw have the following four main points. 


1. Practicing subjectivism by exaggerating the role of subjective will and efforts. 
Dialectical materialism considers the objective material world to be of the first 
nature. Man's subjective will and efforts belong to the subject spirit and are of 
the second nature. Matter determines the spirit and objectiveness determines sub- 
jectiveness. The spirit has a strong reaction against matter and objectiveness has 

a strong reaction against subjectiveness. To give full play to man's subjective 
initiative, it is necessary to resolve the dialectical unification which upholds 
subjective efforts and objective laws. On one hand, we must oppose and guard against 
mechanical materialist views which deny man's subjective initiative, "wait for, rely 
on and want" everything, and see only material factors to the neglect of human ones. 
On the other hand, we must oppose and guard against determinist views which disregard 











objective laws, desire only speedy completion of everything, and see only human factors 
to the neglect of material ones. Subjpctive initiative is limited by objective condi- 
tions and laws. It must be built on the basis of a correct understanding of the 
objective world. Subjectiveness must be in accord with objectiveness. If we deviate 
from the scope permitted by objective conditions and exaggerate subjective initiative 
so that subjectiveness is divorced from objectiveness, we are heading toward subjec- 
tivism. The leftist errors in 1958 chiefly symbolized by high quotas, arbitrary 
orders, tendency to boastfulness and exaggeration, and "communist style", as well 

as the slogans "the land can be made to produce as much as man dares" and "determi- 
nation can make the mountains bow their heads, will can make the rivers backward" 

all exaggerate the role of subjective initiative and efforts. It is as if the subjec- 
tive will cannot be restricted by anything and objective events will be what the 
subjective will wants. In this way one commits the error of subjectivism by splitting 
subjectiveness and objectiveness, damaging the revolution and construction. Histori- 
cal experience tells us that to correctly give play to the role of subjective initia- 
tive and to perform our work well, we must frequently go deep among the masses, get 

in touch with reality, and master the changes of objective events and their laws 

at all times so that a concrete historical unification of subjectiveness and objec- 
tiveness can be achieved. 


2. Practicing subjectivism by continuing to use old methods and experience. The 
"Resolution" points out in its analysis of the social and historical causes of the 

long decade of the "cultural revolution": "Even after the basic completion of socialist 
transformation, given the guiding ideology, we were liable, owing to the historical 
circumstances in which our party grew, to continue to regard issues unrelated to ~- 
class struggle as its manifestations when observing and handling new contradictions 

and problems which cropped up in the political, economic, cultural and other spheres 

in the course of the development of socialist society. And when confronted with 

actual class struggle under the new conditions, we habitually fell back on the familiar 
methods and experiences of the large-scale, turbulent mass struggle of the past, 

which should no longer have been mechanically followed. As a result, we substantially 
broadened the scope of class struggle. Moreover, this subjective thinking and prac- 
tice divorced from reality seemed to have a ‘theoretical basis’ in the writings of 

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin because certain ideas and arguments set forth in them 
were misunderstood or dogmatically interpreted." This tells us that empiricism as 

the chief manifested form of subjectivism is an important ideological root of enlarging 
the scope of class struggle. This kind of empiricism differs from that in the period 

of the democratic revolution; it is not mutually opposed to but combined with dogmatism. 
Dogmatism provides the theoretical basis for empiricism. 


Why does this kind of empiricism appear? This cannot be separated from the historical 
circumstances in which our party grew. For a long period of time our party was in 

an environment of war and intense class struggle. The great amount of experience 
accumulated in this respect is our party's valuable wealth. But we must also recognize 
that even though it was a successful experience in the past, it is also antagonistic 
and has definite limitations. Thus the use of past experience must be combined with 
reality and concrete analyses must be carried out. We cannot make all experience 
absolute and copy it everywhere. 


After the socialist transformation in 1956 was basically completed, changes occurred 
in our national conditions. The exploiting class as a class in the original sense 
no longer existed. The main contradictions of society changed and the main task 
confronting the whole party changed from one of revolution to one of production and 
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construction. Yet we continued to judge new problems by old standards, treating 
problems as those of class struggle even though they were no longer so, and using 
old methods to handle problems which were not concerned with class struggle as such 
and which arose in the new situation. This kind of subjectivism led to the mistake 
of enlarging the scope of class struggle. 


Economic construction differs from revolutionary war and class struggle. The laws 

they follow are also different. Therefore, in economic construction we cannot directly 
and simply copy certain experiences of the war years. Moreover, we cannot use the 
method of class struggle to guide economic construction. In the new historical period, 
we must study the new conditions, sum up experiences and guide every task according 

to the objective laws of socialist construction. 


3. Practicing subjectivism by being one-sided and using absolutes in methods of 
thinking. As reflected in methods of thinking, leftist errors consist of one-sided- 
ness and the use of absolutes in observing and handling problems. This so-called 
one-sidedness and use of absolutes exaggerate contradictions one-sidedly, stress 

or give prominence to one side by playing down or denying the other, jump from one 
extreme to another, either affirming or denying everything, and always failing to 
look at problems comprehensively. The faults in our work are strongly related to 
the one-sidedness in this kind of metaphysics. It is precisely the one-sidedness 

of this understanding that leads to leftist errors in the guidance of work. 


Materialist dialectics include the law of unification of opposites, the law of quanti- 
tative and qualitative changes, the law of negation and several categories centering 
around the law of unification of opposites. These three basic laws are generally 
applicable to nature, society and thought. They are interrelated but are not sub- 
stitutes for one another. In the past we gave prominence to and stressed only the 

law of unification of opposites, negated or overlooked the other two basic laws, 

and in the end we were punished by these laws. For instance, negating or overlooking 
the law of quantitative and qualitative changes is the same as negating or overlooking 
the course of accumulating individual quantities in the development and changes of 
things, and it is easy to confuse the formulation of things and matters of different 
qualities. Making changes at will and at any time one chooses; advocating "poverty 
transition" which confuses the bounds of socialism and capitalism by regarding the 
nature of private plots, household sideline production, country fair trade and indi- 
vidual economy as capitalist to be summarily cut off as the "tails of capitalism"; 
treating pernicious influences of feudalism such as "patriarchal system" “life-terms" 
and “closing the door and isolating the country" as things of socialism and giving 
them protection; exaggerating internal contradictions among the people as contra- 
dictions between ourselves and the enemy--all are related to negating and overlooking 
the law of quantitative and qualitative changes. Moreover, the negation of dialectics 
is not "abandonment" but the "development of what is useful and healthy and discarding 
of what is not." Since it is overcome and preserved again, it is critically carried 
on. In the decade of internal turmoil, a nihilist attitude was adopted toward history. 
It regarded the 17 years before the "cultural revolution" as a "dark dictatorship" 

and "dark rule," and negated everything in the past. Some strange phenomena that 
appeared in the "cultural revolution" were put on as "new things" and were entirely 
affirmed, forbidding the slightest disagreement. This violated the law of negation, 
the negation of the objective development of things, creating serious losses for 

the party and state. 
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In the decade of internal turmoil, the stress on the law of unification of opposites 
was merely a one-sided ervhasis on struggle which denied unification. The universality 
of contradictions was emphasized; secondary ones were overlooked, thereby distorting 
the law of unification of opposites and resulting in the appearance of "doing things 
face to face" and "struggle, struggle and struggle," with struggle being everything. 
There was simplication and standardization. What was primary substituted for the 
secondary, and problems such as wanting only grain and not a diversified economy 

led to very serious consequences. 


4. Practicing subjectivism by exaggerating the role of individual leaders and by 
worship of the individual and arbitrariness. The problem of the historical roles 

of the masses and individuals is an important principle. On this question, an intense 
struggle exists between historical materialism and idealism. The focus of this struggle 
is whether we should recognize the decisive role played by the masses in history. 


Historical idealism professes that history is made by a minority of outstanding per- 
sonalities. Proceeding from an idealist viewpoint that social consciousness deter- 
mines the existence of a society, historical idealists believe that outstanding per- 
sonalities are geniuses of foresight who have extraordinary wisdom and will that 

can determine the course of historical developmeiut, while the masses are merely an 
absolute obedient "herd." The unprecedented "deification" movement that emerged 
during the "cultural revoiution" is a typical manifestation of this kind of histori- 
cal idealism. 


Historical materialism believes that the masses are the makers of history, the driving 
force of the society's advance. It also recognizes that outstanding personalities 

can play a major role in driving the course of historical development. Particularly 
with proletarian revolutionary leaders guided by invincibis Marxism, the role they 
play is even more prominent. In evaluating the historical role of Comrade Mao Zedong, 
the "Resolution" points out: "We should not give all the credit to leaders but neither 
should we underestimate their role. Among the many outstanding leaders of the party, 
Comrade Mao Zedong occupies the first important place." "Our party and people would 
have had to grope in the dark much longer had it not been for Comrade Mao Zedong, 

who more than once rescued the Chinese revolution from grave danger, and for the 

Party Central Committee which was headed by him and which charted the correct politi- 
cal course for the whole party and the whole people." This evaluation seeks truth 
from facts and is entirely correct. 


However, we are monists of historical materialism. We affirm that the major histori- 
cal role of leading personalities is built on the basis that the masses make history, 
and we are firm in getting rid of historical idealist views which stress the role 

of individuals. Historical materialism professes that the historical role of outstand- / 
ing personalities are limited by objective conditions. They can only drive or delay 
historical development but they cannot change its basic trends. Moreover, their 

role cannot exceed that of the masses. People, only people, are the decisive force 
of historical development. If the mind of leading personalities is divorced from 
rality, does not reflect the trend of historical development and violates the will 

of the masses, they are bound to have a negative influence on the course of histori- 
cal development. 


When the proletarian revolution achieves a brilliant victory, how should the people 
treat their leaders and how should the leaders treat themselves in the face of vic- 
tory? This a major problem encountered in the international communist movement. 
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Practice has proved that the revolution will advance if we resolve the relationship 
among the masses, classes, political parties and leaders according to historical 
materialism. Exaggerating the role of leaders and engaging in individual arbitrari- 
ness will cause setbacks to the revolution. Some serious errors were made in the 
history of the international communist movement due to the lack of correct resolution 
of the relationship between leaders and the party, which also had a negative influence 
on our party. Moreover, because of the influence of the long period of feudal con- 
sciousness, authority in the party was overly concentrated in individuals and the 
phenomena of individual worship and arbitrariness grew. In the period of the decade 
of internal turmoil, unrestricted exaggeration of the role of leading personalities 
caused them to separate from the collective and the masses, enabling them to decide 
on the destiny of the masses and the direction society would go. Thus, it helped 
centralization of power in individuals and individual arbitrariness and destroyed 
the party's democratic centralism. The leaders must be given absolute obedience. 
"What is understood must be carrie:' out, and what is not understood must also be 
carried out." Under these circumstances, in the mind of leading personalities sub- 
jectiveness easily replaced objectiveness and individual will substituted for the 
will of the masses, resulting in taking the path of subjectivism and leading to mis- 
takes in work. Lin Biao and the "gang of four" took advantage of our mistakes and 
engagedin the deification movement, putting leaders above the party and the masses, 
calling the leaders’ will the "highest instructions” not subject to objective laws, 
making loyalty to leaders the criterion for revolution and counterrevolution so that 
they could confine the minds of people and achieve their evil goal of usurping the 
party leadership and seizing power. This was the great revelation of idealism in 
social and historical outlook which caused serious disaster to the party and state. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


FAMOUS WRITER DISCUSSES EDITORIAL WORK 
Beijing SHIYUE [OCTOBER] in Chinese No 6, Nov 81 pp 61-63 
[Article by Ba Jin [1572 6855]: "To OCTOBER" ] 


[Text] For the third anniversary of the OCTOBER magazine, its editorial com- 
rades came to Shanghai to solicit manuscripts, regardless of the length. I 
promised to try. I wanted to talk about editing. However, my health has not 
been good in the past 6 months or more and, when excited, I have difficulty 
writing the words. It looks like that I will not be able to write an article. 
In that case, let me just casually talk about my thoughts. 


Always considered a writer, I also did editorial work for a good many years. 
I feel that I understand some of the weals and woes of both. In the past 
several decades, many a time I submitted manuscripts to the editors and many 
a time I solicited contributions from the writers. I often came under the 
following situation: When doing editorial work, I always took the standpoint 
of the editor to observe issues; when submitting manuscripts, I took the 
standpoint of the writer, making excessive demands on the editors. Afterward, 
when a magazine had been distributed or a book published, I calmed down and 
pondered carefully, and I suddenly saw the light: The writer and the editor 
should be good friends sincerely cooperating with and mutually understanding 
each other. 


OCTOBER is an excellent large publication. It succeeded after making gradual 
improvements. A publication serves the reader. What does it use to serve? 
Naturally, it is by means of the articles. When reading a publication, the 
reader mainly looks at the articles published by it. The more good articles 
there are, the greater is the merit of the editor. If a publication does not 
contain even one good article, it will be treated with indifference by the 
reader, and the editor will not be serving anyone. The articles are the life 
of the publication, and the editor is the bridge between the writer aad the 
reader. Without the means to directly deliver his work to the hands of the 
reader, the writer must depend on the editor's introduction and recommendation. 
Without such aid, the writer may not be able to emerge. If a publication can- 
not regularly publish good works which move and attract the reader, and if the 
editor cannot discover new writers and rally the good ones, there will be no 











accomplishment. Literature and art are a cullective undertaking, and its 
development and flourishing are linked with each and every literary and artis- 
tic worker. Everyone has a responsibility. All are engaged in a work of com 
mon interest, and one cannot say who is superior to whom. I feel that this 
view is compatible with reality. 


An instance came to my mind. Probably it was in 1962. A responsible person 
of the publishing bureau in Shanghai wrote an article on behalf of the edi- 
torial comrades. He was an intellectual and also knew something about editing. 
Hearing the complaints of some people, he wanted to "placate" them and did 
some ideological work on them. To his surprise, his article created a disas- 
ter. Yao Wenyuan's "golden club" descended on him. Thereafter, he was burden- 
ed with the label of “eclectic™ and suffered all kinds of adversities. No one 
came out to say a fair word for him, only because someone of a much higher po- 
sition sat behind Yao Wenyuan. However, the issue of right and wrong does not 
depend on the high or low position. Twenty years pasced in one instant, and 
today I still hear the writers complaining and the editors grumbling. I feel 
that both sides are reasonable and both unreasonable. I have the same advice 
to both: Ask a little more of oneself; ask a little less of the other. A 
while ago I read an article which said that "criticism is also a kind of 
love." The word “love” gives me some ideas. I want to say that one who truly 
loves the writers is a good editor; likewise, a good editor wins the love of 
the writers. Good articles are often grouped together; probably "like 
attracts like." When a periodical publishes two or three good articles, good 
works converge like flowing water. The periodical selects the articles, and 
the writer also selects the periodical. I overheard the remark of a writer: 
"So and so is my responsible editor." His voice was filled with feeling. I 
think that, aside from the encouragement from the readers, it is the greatest 
reward to the editor. On the other hand, I also heard a writer complaining 
that the editor never asked him for manuscripts and that he did not even know 
which direction the gate of the publishing house faced. Naturally he had his 
reasons, but I would like to persuade him not to be angry. I would say: "It 
is better this way, for you have the initiative. You have two courses of 
action: First, if he does not ask you for manuscripts, you do not have to 
submit them, and it will be a loss to his periodical if he cannot acquire good 
articles. Second, if he does not ask you for manuscripts, you can still submit 
them to see whether he can tell the good from the bad. Missing a good article 
is the fault of the editor, and he will be criticized by the readers." Take 
myself for instance: My stories have been published many times in the FICTION 
MONTHLY, but I have not once been to the door of its editorial department. 
Precisely because I do not concern myself with such things, I have more time 
to write. I never pay attention to who asks me for manuscripts and who does 
not; what I regularly consider is which periodical is best for me to have my 
works published. Naturally, whether others will use my manuscripts is not up 
to me. I merely write my manuscripts and submit them. A writer should spend 
his time on writing. I also heard people criticizing the editors for being 
"biased" and for “attaching importance to reputation and scorning quality." 

It was an old story of several decades ago. We cannot say that others have no 
shortcomings, but we should trust the readers. We must not think that the 
readers are entirely ignorant of life or that they have no power of appreciation 
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and judgment. I feel that the supreme judge of a work is still the reader. 
Whom do we rely on to preserve the famous ancient and modern literary works 

of China and foreign countries? Isn't it still the reader? And we can only 
rely on the reader. The editor cannot place himself opposite tlhe reader and 
arbitrarily create a periodical which no one wants to read. When no one reads 
it, it cannot continue, and the editor will have to change his profession. 

Let both sides undergo the test of time and the test of the reader! 


I also wish to discuss my personal experiences and thoughts. On different 
occasions I have already discussed how I followed the path of literature, and 
here I only wish to express my gratitude to Comrade Ye Shengtao [5509 5110 
7118]. He is a good writer and educator, but here I wish to thank him for 
being a good editor. After completing a novel, I, for lack of self-confidence, 
was afraid to submit it for publication. Instead, I mailed it from France to 
a friend working in Kaiming Bookstore in Shanghai, with the request to have a 
few hundred copies printed. Before going to France, I came across a novel 
printed by the brother of a friend. I still remember the title, "Whirling 
Waves," and the printing cost was not high. When I returned to Shanghai at 

the end of the year, my friend told me the moment he saw me: "You don't need 
to raise the money for printing by translating books. The FICTION MONTHLY 

will serialize your novel beginning with its first issue next year." It turned 
out that acting chief editor Ye Shengtao of the monthly regularly visited the 
bookstore and, coming across my original manuscript entrusted to my friend, he 
found it publishable and recommended it to the readers. Had he not discovered 
my work, possibly I might never have followed the path of literature and bec 1e 
a writer, and also possibly I might have died in poverty. As an editor, he 
published the first efforts of many new writers and encouraged them to enter 
the field of literature with courage and confidence. The achievement of an 
editor is not in publishing the works of famous persons, but in discovering 
new writers and recommending new creations. I am grateful to Ye Shengtao, 
because he pointed out a wide path for me, serving all along as a silent guide. 


I have never considered writing the means to fame and auchority. Writing is 
merely an occupation, a work post. A writer is not » qualification, a posi- 
tion or a title. I give serious attention and am devoted to this occupation, 
this post, because I can fight with my pen and, by undergoing all kinds of 
tests, serve the readers and the people. I have never dreamed that a writer 
can be a “noted public figure," a "Taiping gentry," or a "panacea." I abso- 
lutely do not believe that a writer can exist independent of his works, or 
replace his writing with inscriptions, his name and his statements. I often 
ponder in the quiet of the night: Does it mean that when I firet picked up 
the pen to write, it was for the purpose of telling the tales of my experience 
in "assiduous study and self-improvement" in capital letters to guide the 
young people to advance rapidly and serve as an ornament in all kinds of acti- 
vities and occasions? Does it mean that all my diligent labor was for personal 
fame and profit, and that all my enthusiastic words were lies to deceive the 
readers? 


Sometimes my thinking seems to approach superstition, and I fall into the 
abyss of agony, becoming helpless and not knowing how to save myself. Suddenly 
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the smiling countenance of an old man appears before my eyes and I feel at 
ease. For 50 years, his eyes were trained on me. He was indeed a rare editor! 
He did not just simply send me on into the "world of literature," but served 
as the model and showed me the path to become a writer and to conduct myself. 
I did not spend much time in contact with him, and be seldom wrote. But at 
critical moments, he always showed his deep concern for me, and his image 
served as my support and inspiration. When the collection of my writing was 
first distributed, I wrote him a letter to thank him. After the collapse of 
the “gang of four," I always visit him at his home on my annual trip to Bei- 
jing. His hearing is bad, and we have difficulty conversing. However, I 
visit him to let him know that my head remains clear and to set his mind at 
ease, and I seem to have discharged my obligation. During my two most recent 
visits, he had a picture taken each time as a souvenir. Every time I received 
a copy of the picture sent by him from Beijing, I always looked at his smiling 
face and informed others: "This is my responsible editor!" I was filled with 
a sense of pride. I even feel that he was the responsible editor of not only 
my first novel, but my whole life. 


To the editorial comrades who, unbeknown to the public, toil assiduously, 
besides expressing my greatest admiration, I have nothing else to say. How- 
ever, recalling the writers’ complaint about the ruthless red pen of the 
editorial comrades, I wish to make a small request: Today, when “one must be 
responsible for one's own writing," let the writers take more responsibility. 
I have corrected the writing of many people in my lifetime, and my writing has 
been deleted and revised by many editors. If I am not satisfied with others’ 
revisions of my work, I always resume my original state afterward. Power need 
not be abused, and one must always consult the writers when revising their 
writing, be the revisions major or minor. When I was an editor, I often told 
myself: "Be careful. When correcting others’ writing, even if you are right 
98 times, you will be making mistakes if you are wrong 2 times. It is best to 
Show mercy under the pen. First, do not change what may be left unchanged, or 
change as little as possible; second, the writer must be consulted on all 
changes."' My view remains the same today. 


The foregoing are merely my thoughts on editorial work in general. My small 
request is not made to OCTOBER. Mentioning OCTOBER, I am ashamed that I still 
owe a literary debt. I promised to submit a manuscript for its inaugural 
issue, but I have never sent anything in the 3 years. It looks like that I 
cannot produce a decent article suitable to the periodical. The editorial 
comrades will not censure me, but as a reader, whenever I read good articles, 

I think of the diligence and pains of the editors, feeling both happy and 
grateful. The periodical is developing and improving. The readers are closely 
following your progress. Forge ahead courageously, dear friends! 


25 July. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BUILDING SOCIALIST SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION CALLED URGENT TASK 
Shanghai FUDAN XUEBAO [FUDAN JOURNAL] in Chinese No 1, 1982 pp 2-7 
[Articie by Sheng Hua [4141 5478]] 


[Text] The “Resolution on the Party's Historical Issues Since the Founding of 
the Nation" passed by the 6th Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Com- 
mittee points out: "The goal of our party's struggle in the new historical 
period is to gradually build our country into a socialist power with modern 
agriculture, modern industry, modern national defense and modern science and 
technology and with advanced democracy and advanced civilization." When 
expounding the fact that our party has gradually established the correct path 
for our socialist modernization construction adjusted to our national condi- 
tions, the "Resolution" discusses 10 major points, and one of them is that 
"socialism must have an advanced spiritual civilization." In other word, in 
building a socialist state, we must have not only an advanced material civi- 
lization, but also an advanced spiritual civilization. While deploying the 
four modernization construction, vigorously strengthening the building of a 
socialist spiritual civilization is an extremely important and urgent political 
task confronting us. 


I. What is a socialist spiritual civilization? 


Civilization refers to the state of progress of the human society, and is in 
relation to barbarism. In "the Origin of the Family, the Private Ownership 
and the State," Engels regarded the change from the primitive society of man- 
kind to the slave society as a transition from barbarism to civilization. The 
various phenomena of social progress occurring during this transition, such as 
the cliange from stone implements to metal implements, the change from a self- 
sufficient natural economy to the development of commodity production and the 
emergence of merchants, the development of science and art accompanying the 
separation of the cities from the rural areas and that of mental and physical 
labor, etc., were all regarded as signs of civilization. From his exposition, 
we may see that civilization includes the material and the spiritual. Material 
civilization refers to the progressive state of the material production and 
living conditions of mankind. Concretely speaking, it refers to the progress 
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of the tools of labor and skills of production, and to the increase in material 
wealth. Spiritual civilization refers to the progress of the wisdom and the 
ethics and morals of mankind. The history of the human society of several 
thousand years since its departure from the state of barbarism is a development 
history of civilization. The socialist civilization should be a higher civi- 
lization in the course of the historical development of the human society. 


Spiritual civilization, according to its nature, may be classified into two 
major categories. One category is directly linked with the material production 
of society, such as the development scale and level of science, education and 
culture. The higher the degree of production socialization, vhe more advanced 
the production techn-logy and the more developed the social labor division, 

the greater is the demand for the members of society to receive more academic 
education, attain a relatively high scientific and cultural level, and observe 
public order and discipline indispensable to the socialized mass production. 
Such spiritual civilization is common to all societies, and may be called the 
general spiritual civilization. Not directly linked with social production, 
the other category is connected with the nature of the social economic system, 
such as ideology, belief and ethics. The social ideology reflects concentra- 
tively the needs for the consolidation and development of a specific social 
economic system, is determined by the nature of the economic system, and reacts 
on the economic base and the development of the social productive forces. 
Different social economic systems always have their commensurate social ideo- 
logies with different social or class attributes, and such social ideologies 

do not belong in the category of the general spiritual civilization. In terms 
of its opposition to the capitalist spiritual civilization, the socialist 
spiritual civilization, in its special meaning, refers to the Marxist world 
outlook and the socialist and communist ethics; as the spiritual civilization 
of a socialist society, the socialist spiritual civilization includes both 
categories of spiritual civilization discussed above. However, the core of 

the socialist spiritual civilization is the direction and level of the deve- 
lopment of the social political thinking and moral principles, determined by 

the nature of the socialist system. For instance, the “five-love spirit,” 
loving the motherland, the people, labor, science and public property, demanded 
of China's youth by the party and the "five stresses and four points of beauty" 
proposed in recent years both have socialist and communist ethics as the core. 
Aside from this implication, the socialist spiritual civilization is no dif- 
ferent from the capitalist spiritual civilization. 


People often say that material civilization is the foundation of spiritual 
civilization. In terms of the relations between material civilization and the 
general spiritual civilization, this view is feasible. But in terms of the 
core of spiritual civilization, i.e., the part of spiritual civilization which 
reflects the nature of the social system, it is not acceptable. We must never 
feel that all countries and regions with a flourishing material civilization 
necessarily possess a highly developed spiritual civilization. Due to the 
relative independence of social ideologies, historical continuity and the 
imbalance with the economic development, the situation is at times exactly the 
opposite. 
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According to Engels in his famous remark, for instance, “an economically 
backward country can still play the first violin in philosophy." ("Selected 
Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 4 p 485). It was confirmed by Russia's October 
Revolution and China's revolution as well as the French Revolution of the 18th 
century and the German philosophical revolution of the 19th century. The 
United States is a country with the most developed material civilization in 
the world, but its economic system is in the monopolistic stage, namely, the 
capitalist economic system in its decadent and dying stage, and it is an 
imperialist country. Its economic relations and its various social relations 
based on the economic relations are filled with sharp class and national con- 
tradictions. Im the United States, people of different economic and social 
positions have entirely different moral standards and are in different spiri- 
tual states. Nevertheless, the ideology of the ruling class is also that of 
those occupying the dominant position in society. The moral standard of the 
big bourgeoisie monopolizing the social material productive forces in the 
United States is: omnipotence of money; profit only; the large eating the 
small; the strong tyrannizing the weak; each trying to cheat the other; using 
the neighbor's field as a drain. They live a decadent life of extravagance 
and dissipation, poison and dope the exploited laboring masses with bourgeois 
individualism, and strive to turn their hirelings into docile and ignorant 
mediocrities seeking only their current interest and job security. As the 
tools of the monopolistic bourgeoisie in profit seeking and the battlefield to 
spread the bourgeois world outlook, the movies and publications, producing a 
tremendous influence on people's cultural life, are filled with beatings, 
murders, obscenities, terroism and despair. Under the pernicious influence of 
the bourgeois ideology, many young people seek excitement and, by means of 
drugs, sensual pleasures, religious superstition and violence, anesthetize 
themselves and vent their dissatisfaction with society. Such extremely 
ignorant, cruel and inhuman “religious organization" as the “People's Temple" 
actually attracted many men and women to follow it and commit "collective 
suicide.” It cannot but symbolize the country's decadent and deteriorating 
social mood. Naturally, one cannot say that there is nothing good in its 
spiritual civilization. It has highly developed science and technology; the 
realistic spirit of the Americans was highly praised by Lenin; there are also 
such good points as efficiency, the spirit of independence of the young people, 
etc. But as a whole, the conditions of America's spiritual civilization are 
extremely incompatible with the advance of its material civilization. 


Not just countries of different social systems, but in a country of the same 
social system, the state of its spiritual civilization, at different times, is 
not always consistent with the state of its material civilization. China's 
1980 total industrial and agricultural output value, computed according to the 
fixed price of 1970, was 661.9 billion yuan, an increase of 4.33 times compared 
with the 121.4 billion yuan of 1957. In the 20 plus years, China's production 
technology made a considerable advance and the people's living also improved 

to a ce1tain extent. Yet the social mood and the people's ideological state 

in 1980, compared with 1957, regressed. The reason was because, in the 20 
years since the serious magnification of the 1957 anti-rightist struggle and 
the "great leap forward" of 1958, political movements were launched successive- 
ly without interruption, and the economy was in a repeated turbulence, blocking 








the development of the superiority of the socialist system. Especially during 
the 10-year turmoil, the counterrevolutionary Lin Biao and Jiang Qing cliques, 
utilizing the "Great Cultural Revolution" erroneously launched by Comrade Mao 
Zedong and relying on the considerable power usurped by them, confused the 
right and wrong, confounded the black and white, and vigorously promoted 
obscurantism and kept the people ignorant. Revolutionary heroes were condemned 
as “renegades,” “special agents" and “capitalist roaders," while the dregs of 
society indulging in beating, smashing and looting such as Chen Ada [7115 7093 
1129], Weng Senhe [5040 2773 7729] and their likes were praised as rebel heroes 
and appointed as high-ranking officials of Shanghai city and Zhejiang province. 
Zhang Tiesheng [1728 6993 3932], who handed in blank examination papers, was 
not only recommended for admission to college, but also became a member of the 
standing committee of the people's congress. In the 10 years, people's think- 
ing was confused and the social mood was devastated to a shocking extent. 


The facts discussed above tell us that we must comprehensively regard the issue 
of spiritual civilization, recognizing the basic distinctions under different 
social states as well as the common demands of the human society, and admitting 
the imbalance between ideology and economic development while upholding the 
basic viewpoint of social existence determining the social ideology, thereby 
pursuing the socialist spiritual civilization with a greater consciousness. 


II. The socialist cause has thousands of loose ends, but in the final analy- 
sis, it is nothing but material and spiritual civilization, the two aspects. 
In the past few years, people's understanding of the necessity to build an 
advanced material civilization in a socialist state has progressed in big 
strides and is intensifying in practice. Today, what is needed is to further 
raise the understanding of the necessity to build an advanced spiritual civi- 
lization. Not only the socialist system requires more universal and faster 
development and improvement in the scale and level of education, science, 
culture, art, public health and physical education, but today, building a 
spiritual civilization in the aspects of social political thinking and moral 
principles has become an urgent issue calling for solution. The socialist 
spiritual civilization occupies an extremely important position in the entire 
socialist construction; it is directly linked with the question of whether the 
development of China's socialist economy can be sustained and affects the 
future of the socialist society. 


First, only by building an advanced spiritual civilization will the socialist 
direction of the modernization construction be guaranteed. 


When pursuing the modernization construction, we devote ourselves to material 
civilization. Doubtlessly we must continuously raise the productive forces 

and improve the national economy. The point is that what we want is a social- 
ist modernization, meaning that the modernization construction must be pursued 
under the socialist system. Therefore, its goal, path and methods must possess 
socialist characteristics and reflect the socialist direction. Only by active- 
ly creating the social political-ideological conditions which can safeguard 

the perfect socialist economic system and promote the development of the 
socialist society will we fully reflect the socialist direction of the 
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modernization construction. If this aspect of spiritual civilization is lack- 
ing, no matter how high the labor productivity and how abundant the material 
life, it cannot be considered socialism. Naturally, the development scale and 
level of education, science, culture, art, public health and physical education 
also constitute the symbols of spiritual civilization, but after all, they must 
reflect to different degrees the nature and demands of a definite economic 
system. In other word, the question of whether the socialist direction is to 
be followed is also found in this aspect of spiritual civilization. After the 
Third Plenary Session, the Party Central Committee repeatedly exhorted the 
entire party and entire people to guard against overlooking such basic issues 
as direction, path, leadership core and guiding ideology, and to be courageous 
in waging firm struggles against words and acts contrary and detrimental to 

the four basic principles at a time when the emphasis of work has shifted and 
in the course of probing for the way of modernization construction compatible 
with China's national conditions and performing all practical tasks. Basically 
speaking, it is to guarantee the socialist direction of the modernization con- 
struction and the sound development of spiritual civilization. Therefore, we 
should pay serious attention to the importance of spiritual civilization. 


On this issue, there are two misunderstandings which must be dispelled. Learn- 
ing a lesson from the fact that the shift of the emphasis of work in the past 
failed to materialize over a long period of time, some comrades feel that 
improving the economy should come first, while other issues can be put aside 
for the time being. As China's current social production is still backward, 
far from satisfying the people's needs, concretely solving this sharp contra- 
diction is indeed a formidable task confronting us today. Huwever, it must be 
pointed out that, due to the mistakes in work, especially the "Great Cultural 
Revolution," material civilization and spiritual civilization both suffered 
serious losses, not just the former. The "omnipotence of the spirit" and the 
"theory of the will only" vigorously advocated by Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" have nothing in common with the socialist spiritual civilization. To 

say that the "spiritual civilization" promoted in the past blocked the m*terial 
civilization is inconsistent with the facts, while negating the necessity of 
spiritual civilization on ground of the urgency of material civilization is 
harmful. The second misunderstanding is that some comrades feel that, once 
material civilization advances, spiritual civilization will automatically fol- 
low. This is in fact the other extreme of the theory that,""once the revolu- 
tion succeeds, production will automatically improve," which was so widespread 
during the "Great Cultural Revolution" that it became a disaster. It is coun- 
tering a mistake with a mistake. According to the basic Marxist principle, 

the economic factors, in the final analysis, condition the development of 
history, yet the various factors of the superstructure also produce a tremen- 
dous counteraction on the economic base and the social productive forces. It 
is a universal law. Once the economy is properly handled, it will lay a foun- 
dation for spiritual civilization, but spiritual civilization also produces a 
promotive effect on the building of material civilization. Our task is to 
learn to grasp both, strive to unify the material and the spiritual, making 
them mutually adapted and mutually promoting, and fully develop the superiority 
of the socialist system, never severing them or placing them on opposite sides. 
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Next, to build an advanced spiritual civilization is to effectively change 
people's mental attitude in the entire society. 


Due to complex historical and practical reasons, the issues found in spiritual 
civilization in the realm of social political thinking and moral principles 
are extremely prominent at present. After the downfall of the “gang of four," 
especially after Comrade Deng Xiaoping brought out the necessity to uphold the 
four basic principles, our party style, social mood and public order have 
somewhat improved, but the improvement is not yet basic, far from returning to 
the level of the mid-fifties. The special privileges and serious bureaucratic 
style among some cadres, the evil practices of forming relations and entering 
by the back door and the phenomena of offering and accepting bribes in viola- 
tion of law and discipline among certain enterprise units, and the so-called 
crises of belief, of confidence and of faith among the masses, especially a 
small number of young people, have not yet been basically overcome. The 
serious corrosion of the decadent capitalism and remnant feudal ideology, 
anarchism, ultra-egoism and the bourgeois liberal tendency not only damage the 
communist moral principles, but also foster the doubt, negation and resistance 
of the four basic principles on the part of a small number of individuals. 
Meanwhile, superstition in ghosts and gods and old traditions and old ideas, 
like sediment refloating, are poisoning the social mood. Among such issues, 
some are negative and others are obviously destructive, both detrimental to 
the building of material and spiritual civilization and gravely endangering 
the political stability and unity of the people. Naturally, those involving 
the criminal law can be punished according to the legal procedure, and those 
involving discipline can be handled according to party and state discipline, 
but a large number of the issues deals with people's thinking and mental atti- 
tude, and can only be solved by developing the socialist spiritual civiliza- 
tion. As pointed out by Marx and Engels long ago, "the communist revolution 
is to effect the most thorough break with the traditional ownership system; no 
wonder it will, in the course of its development, bring about the most thorough 
break with the traditional concepts." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," 
Vol 1 pp 271-272). What the second "break" refers to is the serious task in 
the aspect of spiritual civilization. For this reason, we must vigorously 
educate the people and the youth, enable them, primarily all the Communist 
Party members and cadres, to recognize the old traditional concepts and morals 
and form a social mood firmly against such vestiges of the old society, there- 
by effectively reducing their domain. The significance of properly performing 
the work of bringing order out of chaos in the spiritual world of each and 
every individual covering the entire society and basically changing people's 
mental attitude is extremely momentous and far-reaching. 


Lastly, to build an advanced spiritual civilization is to prepare the condi- 
tions for the transi*‘ion to communism. 


Communism is our lofty ideal. It is a sort of ideological and social system 
and the theoretical epitome of the conditions for the proletarian liberaticna. 
Some comrades have commented on the issue of whether the people shouid be 
educated in the communist ideology and morals in the socialist period. Accord- 
ing to them, to advocate the communist ideology and morals at present is to 
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"“overstep the stage of social development." Some people even disparage the 

Lei Feng [7191 6912] spirit and the correct slogan of "fearing neither hardship 
nor death." It is completely wrong. As a rudimentary stage of communisn, 
socialism is both distinguishable and linked with communism. The transition 
from socialism to communism is a development process from quantitative change 
to qualitative change, but the quantitative change also includes partial quali- 
tative change. By means of effective propaganda education, ideological-politi- 
cal work and work in many other aspects, and by building an advanced spiritual 
civilization, the members of society, in an ever wider range, will establish 
the communist ideology, moral trend and labor attitude. The quantitative 
accumulation in this aspect will continously enhance the new qualities of com- 
munism. Thus we prepare the conditions for the transition to communism. In 
fact, while our present policies are socialist, the guiding thought belongs in 
the communist ideological system. All our endeavors today are aimed at the 
great goal of realizing communism. As aptly stated by Comrade Mao Zedong, 
“today's effort is toward the great goal of the future. If we lose this great 
goal, we are not Communist Party members, and nor are we Communist Party menm- 
bers if we slacken our effort today." ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong," Vol 1 

p 266). Therefore, in educating the people with the communist ideology and 
gradually raising the awareness of the members of society, the problem of 
“overstepping the stage of historical development" basically does not exist. 

On the contrary, it is an important component of the socialist spiritual civi- 
lization. Discussing theories while seated, neither entertaining a far-reach- 
ing goal nor grasping firmly today's effort, is contrary to the socialist 
spiritual civilization. 


In short, when it comes to the necessity and urgency of developing a socialist 
spiritual civilization, we must widely propagandize it and further unify un- 
derstanding. It is the primary condition to strengthen its building. 


III. Building a socialist spiritual civilization is the common task of the 
entire party and the people of all races in the country, and our education 
front shoulders a particularly weighty historical responsibility. 


In terms of the urgent need of China's social reality of one period, to build 
a socialist civilization, we must first comprehensively improve the party 
style. When the party style is upright, the mood and outlook of society will 
change. Next, we must bring a high degree of unity and unanimity to the people 
of all races, strata and social groups in ideology, politics and morality. 
Thirdly, we must continuously improve and perfect democracy and the legal 
system, democracy and discipline, of our state, constantly consolidating and 
developing the stable and united situation. Fourthly, we must have a rich and 
colorful cultural life, a pleasant environment, and sanitation and hygiene. 
All four aspects are linked with the overall situation, and there can be no 
success without the concerted effort of the entire party and all fronts in the 
country. 


In terms of the long-range basic demand, spiritual civilization, as discussed 
above, consists only of two aspects. One aspect is the laws and level of 
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development of education, science, culture, art, public health and physical 
education, and the other is the direction and level of development of social 
political thinking and moral principles. Both aspects are closely linked with 
our education front, especially the higher schools. The functions of the edu- 
cation front are to train talents and develop science and culture. Whether 
our higher schools can steadily provide all kinds of qualified building talents 
to society and constantly supply outstanding scientific research achievements 
and spiritual products to the state directly affects the sustained improvement 
of the cultural quality, ideological awareness and moral standards of the 
entire nation. Therefore, the school is the cradle of the socialist spiritual 
civilization. Properly handling education, especially higher education, 
possesses a momentous strategic significance in building a socialist spiritual 
civilization. 


The "Resolution on the Party's Historical Issues since the Founding of the 
Nation" provides a series of important policies and tasks for the building of 
a socialist spiritual civilization. In terms of our education front, such 
policies and tasks embody eager expectations and strict demands. Conscien- 
tiously implementing and fulfilling them will guarantee that education will 
develop its proper effect in building a socialist spiritual civilization. 


The "Resolution" points out that, to build a socialist spiritual civilization, 
"we must firmly wipe out the completely wrong concept of scorning education, 
science and culture and discriminating against the intellectuals which reached 
its peak during the ‘Great Cultural Revolution,’ vigorously enhance and posi- 
tion and role of education, science and culture in the modernization construc- 
tion, and clearly affirm that the intellectuals, same as the workers and pea- 
sants, are strengths to be relied on in the socialist cause and that it is 
impossible to build socialism without culture and the intellectuals." It is 
our party's important guiding ideology on building a socialist spiritual civi- 
lization by summarizing the historical experiences. Of this point, our com- 
rades on the education front have a deep understanding. When the intellectuals 
were regarded as an alien strength and the "Great Cultural Revolution" turned 
into a gigantic disaster to culture, the material civilization of society 
suffered all kinds of disruptions and devastations, and spiritual civilization 
underwent a regression "unprecedented in history." The day when "scholastic 
dignity" trails in the dust is the time when barbarism triumphs. To build 
socialism, at no time may education, science and culture be scorned or the 
intellectuals discriminated against. In building a socialist spiritual civi- 
lization today, it is even more important for us to keep in mind firmly the 
experiential lessons of history, create conditions by all possible means and 
from all sides for the rapid development of education, science and culture, 
and firmly regard the intellectuals as the strengths to be relied on in build- 
ing a spiritual civilization. Only thus will we further activate the enthu- 
siasm of the broad intellectuals, and enable them to properly devote themselves 
to education with the attitude of the masters of the country and make greater 
contributions to the building of a socialist spiritual civilization. 


The "Resolution" points out that, to build a socialist spiritual civilization, 
"we must, in the entire party, vigorously strengthen the study of the Marxist 
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theory, Chinese and foreign histories and current situations, and all fields 
of social and natural sciences." It is the bounden duty of our higher schools. 
The scientific research work of our higher schools has always been an extremely 
important fronc army in China's social and natural science fields. As proved 
by practice, since the founding of the nation, especially in the past few 
years, our higher schools are completely capable of making contributions to 
China's social and natural sciences and developing a greater effect in the 
study of Chinese and foreign histories and current situations. However, due 
to the influence of the ideological trend in society, our study of the Marxist 
theory in recent years has lagged far behind the demand of the development of 
practice. This situation must be changed. The Marxist theory is the most 
scientific and most revolutionary world philosophy. In our socialist state, 
the development of the economy, science, education and culture cannot be 
separated from its guidance, and nor can the cultivation and training of com- 
munist new persons be accomplished apart from it. Therefore, developing the 
Marxist theory is the core of the socialist spiritual civilization. We must 
fully utilize all favorable conditions of the higher schools, vigorously cul- 
tivate the interest of the broad faculty and students in Marxism, and actively 
organize them to conscientiously study and explore the many new conditions and 
new issues touched off by the rapid development of science and technology and 
the tremendous changes in social life, strive to interpret and solve, with the 
universal truths of Marxism, the many practical problems in the world today 
and in the new period in China, and exert themselves for a new development of 
Marxism under the new historical conditions. 


The "Resolution" points out that, to build a socialist spiritual civilization, 
"we must strengthen and improve ideological-political work, educate the people 
and the youth with the Marxist world philosophy and communist ethics, uphold 
the education policy of developing morally, intellectually and physically in 
an all-round manner, being both red and expert, and integrating the intellec- 
tuals with the workers and mental labor with manual labor, combat the influence 
of the decadent bourgeois ideology and remnant feudal thinking, overcome the 
influence of the petit bourgeois ideology, and develop the patriotic spirit of 
placing the interest of the motherland above all else and the pioneering spirit 
of contributing all to the modernization construction." It is in complete 
accord with the poliey provided by the party for our higher schools. The 
schools are a component of socialism. While school work is influenced and 
conditioned by society, it also constantly influences and reforms society. As 
long as we comprehensively and correctly implement the party's education policy 
and vigorously train the students into laborers with a socialist awareness and 
culture and into red and expert talents developed morally, intellectually and 
physically in an all-round manner, we will effectively promote the building of 
a socialist spiritual civilization. We must promote and assure more vigorously 
the successful implementation of the party's education policy in order to pro- 
perly build a socialist spiritual civilization. Hereafter, we must closely 
integrate the building of a socialist spiritual civilization with the full 
implementation of the party's education policy. Today, we must give special 
attention to raising the consciousness of the students in all-round develop- 
ment, vigorously improve their ability in self-education, and enable them to 
establish the correct political direction and far-reaching ideals thiough the 








study of political theories and professional knowledge and through social prac- 
tice. We must patiently help them master the weapon of criticism and self-cri- 
ticism and enhance their ability in distinguishing right and wrong, beauty and 
utliness, by constantly summarizing the experiences. We must also guide them 
to cultivate, in daily life, noble ideas and sentiments, living patterns and 
aesthetic concepts, and form such good trends and habits as social ethics, 
sanitation, discipline and courtesy. As long as our teachers, cadres and 

staff and workers serve as models in paying attention to spiritual civilization 
and persevere in fully implementing the party's education policy, our broad 
young students will become pioneers in building a socialist spiritual civili- 
zation, and our schools will form a good school spirit and a fine academic 
style, create a good influence in society with a brand-new look and promote 

the spiritual civilization of the entire society. 


Building a socialist spiritual civilization is an extremely formidable and 
complex historical task, requiring the vigorous effort of several generations, 
and we may encounter the resistance and opposition of capitalist and feudal 
ideologies and the old traditions. However, like the capitalist civilization 
replacing the civilization of the feudal and slave systems, replacing the 
capitalist civilization with the socialist civilization is also an irresistible 
historical law. There is not the slightest doubt that the socialist spiritual 
civilization will shine on the great land of China. We must struggle for it 
with confidence and perseverance. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ERRONEOUS VIEWS OF SOCIALIST SYSTEM CRITICIZED 
Harbin FENDOU [STRUGGLE] in Chinese No 12, 10 Dec 81 pp 10-11 


[Article by Shen Yuan [3947 6678]: "The Socialist Nature of Our Country's Present 
Phase of Development Is Undeniable" ] 


[Text] The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the People's Republic of China" points out: "Although our socialist 
system is still in its early phase of development, China has undoubtedly established 
a socialist system and entered the stage of socialist society. Any view denying 
this basic fact is wrong." This firm answer is a scientific conclusion based on 

the principles of Marxism and a comprehensive analysis of the objective reality in 
our country. Why is this so? 


First, the socialist nature of our country's present phase of development is deter- 
mined by its predominant socialist production relations. Marx said: "As a whole, 
production relations form so-called socialist relations and a society, a society 

that is in a definite phase of historical development and has unique characteristics." 
("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 1, p 363) That is to say, the sum total 

of dominant production relations determines the nature of that society. One view 
holds that "the mode of production determines the nature of a society," and that 

since our country has not completed the course of creating a socialist mode of produc- 
tion, it has not yet entered the stage of socialist society. This view is clearly 
erroneous. 


Social formation is the concrete historical unification of the economic base and 
superstructure. The economic base, or the nature of the sum total of the dominant 
production relations, determinees the superstructure, which in turn determines the 
nature of social formation, marking the intrinsic difference between this social 
formation and others. The sociopolitical system and the nature of ideology are not 
directly determined by the conditions of productive forces. For example, produc- 
tive forces in the United States have very high levels of development, but because 
that country has not established socialist production relations, its entire social 
formation is of a capitalist character. 


Lenin said: "Man can only go through a direct transition from capitalism to social- 
ism, that is, to public ownership of the means of production and distribution according 
to work." ("Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 3, p 62) Our country has now established 
the superiority of a socialist economy and realized the two systems of socialist 

public ownership and distribution according to work. This signifies that it has 
entered the stage of socialist society. 
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Second, the establishmentof our socialist system is a natural historical process 
independent of man's will. The changing of our society from the new democracy to 
socialism was carried out under ver definite prerequisites and conditions. However, 

on the excuse that productive forces in our society are low, some people believe 

that until the four modernizations are realized we cannot say that our country has 
completed this change; they even suggest that we turn back to make up lessons in 

the new democracy and capitalism. This way of thinking does not stand on solid ground: 
1) Our economy and culture are relatively backward compared to developed countries 

of che world today, but this does not mean that we do not have socialized productive 
forces. In the early period of liberation, about 10 percent of our country was already 
an industrial economy with a modern character, of whichabout two-thirds were origi- 
nally the enterprises of bureaucratic monopoly capitalism. Lenin said: "State mono- 
poly capitalism is the most perfect material preparation for socialism. It is the 

door to socialism" ("Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 3, p 164) At present, we have 
long-established machine manufacturing and other modernized industries. Electronic 
computers, automatic control, atomic energy, laser and other contemporary and sophis- 
ticated scientific techniques have already been applied in some departments. Machinery, 
electric power and fertilizer have long been used in agriculture. How can one say 

that our country does not have the necessary socialized productive forces? 2) We 
should also recognize the material factors necessary for the socialist revolution 

and whether there are "revolutionary masses which resist not only certain individual 
aspects of the old society but also the ‘production of living’ of the old society 
itself and the ‘sum total activities’ on which the old society was based." ("Selected 
Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 1, p 44) We fully meet this condition. 3) Machine 
industry, the material and technological foundation that mutually suits the capitalist 
mode of production, gradually developed over a century after the capitalist system 

was set up. Since the capitalist mode of production can give rise to a stage of 
workship handicraft industry mutually suitable to a feudal society, and its own material 
and technological foundation is built after the capitalist social formation takes 
shape, why is it necessary for our country to realize the four modernizations before 

it is considered to have entered the stage of socialist society? 4) The specific 
history of social development is tortuous and complex and it often advances in leaps. 
This does not contradict the general course of man's historical development. Just 

as in the United States, which directly entered the stage of capitalist society without 
going through one of feudal society, the change of our society from the new democracy 
to socialism without going through a fully developed stage of capitalism does not 
violate the objective laws of historical development. 


Third, although 800 million out of our population of 1 billion are peasants, peasants 
in our country have for a long time ceased to be small producers but have become 
members of a collective socialist economic organization which has taken the broad 

road of socialism for over 20 years. ‘shey firmly take the socialist path. But some 
people say that peasants can only have ideals of “agrarian socialism," that we cannot 
engage in scientific socialism but only in "“agarian socialism" in a large country 

like China where the absolute majority are peasants. This view is wrong. The ideology 
of worker-peasant alliance is an important component of scientific socialist society. 
However, since the masses of people are makers of history, peasants who are the abso- 
lute majority of the population are certainly also makers of a socialist society. 

In fact, the 800 million peasants in our country truly possess strong enthusiasm 

for socialism and have played a major role in socialist revolution and construction. 
Engels explicitly pointed out: "The larger the number of peasants who are rescued 

by us without really turning into proletarians and who are drawn to our side when 

they are in their peasant status, the faster and easier will the realization of social 








changes be." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels,” Vol 4, p 312) The view that 
we can only engage in “agrarian socialism" because 800 million out of our popula- 
tion of 1 billion are peasants basically does not accord with objective reality. 


Fourth, our society is mutually suitable to the stratified state of productive forces 
of the present phase of development and is a socialist society with diverse economic 
forms led by the socialist system of public ownership. The view that denies the 
socialist nature of our country's present phase of development has two important 
arguments, namely, "existence of diverse economic components" and "serious feudal 
influence." This way of thinking is not in accord with Marxist dialectics. Since 

the socialist society is newly born from the old society through painful experiences, 
it is bound to carry the scars of the economy, politics and mentality of the old 
society. If ome denies the chief characteristics of the whole society on this basis, 
one would be in fact denying the specific historical characteristics of our socialist 
society. An individual worker's economy existing within definite limits in our country's 
present phase of development is a necessary supplement to the economy of the system 

of public ownershipl enterprises jointly invested in and operated in China with foreign 
countries are merely forms by which our country makes use of foreign capital. The 
socialist state-operated economy and collective economy occupy the leading and superior 
role. Other economic components are in a subordinate and supplementary position. 

This cannot be confused with diverse economic components during the transition period 
when the problem of a predominant component was not resolved. It is clearly inappro- 
priate to regard such "coexistence among diverse economic components" as the basic 
economic characteristic of the transition period. 


Today, our socialist system remains in its early phase of development. In the course 
of its growth, certain areas may unavoidably encounter temporary setback and failure. 
Our economy and culture are still relatively backward, our work still has quite a 

few weaknesses and mistakes, and some of our specific institutions are still imper- 
fect. However, this cannot deny the objective fact that our country has already 
entered the stage of socialist society. Advocating that "it is better not to call 

it socialist" on the grounds that it is imperfect is like not recognizing a baby 

as human. To judge that it is still in the "transition period" because this socialism 
is "impure" is to completely deny the great achievement of our socialist transformation 
and construction. A socialist society and a transition period are two different 
cources of development. The main contradictions during a transition period are those 
between the working and capitalist classes, the socialist and capitalist paths. 

After 7 years of basic completion of socialist transformation, the main contradic- 
tion in our country has already changed to that between the people's increasing daily 
material and cultural needs and the production of a backward society. This signifi- 
cant change symbolizes the end of the transition period in our country and the begin- 
ning of the development of a socialist society. 


The socialist system onr country established has initially and forcefully revealed 
its enormous superiority. This is the basic fact of 32 years of history since the 
founding of the state. As the "Resolution" states: "The establishment of the socia- 
list system is the most profound and greatest social change in our country's history, 
and is the foundation of all its future progress and development." 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPROVED PARTY WORKSTYLE CALLED FOR IN NEW YEAR 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 27 Dec 81 pl 
[Editorial: "Seriously Do a Good Job of Summing Up; Earnestly Improve Workstyle"] 


[Text] The Beijing Municipal Party Committee has decided that around the end of 
this year the party's leading groups above the district, county, and bureau 

level throughout the municipality should conduct a year-end summation and improve 
their workstyle. At the same time, efforts should be made to carry out a general 
examination of merits among cadres in organs above the district, county, and bureau 
level, and also to try to establsih a station-responsibility system. The municipal 
party committee has also decided that, from now until the end of April next year, 
basic-level party branches throughout the municipality must conduct their 
respective year-end summation and, where the members’ terms are up, party branches 
must conduct reelections. These two arrangements on the part of the municipal 
party committee are important measures aimed at strengthening party building, 
especially the building of the party's leading groups at the various levels. We 
must do a good job of making them operative and not take them lightly or pursue 
them in a perfunctory manner. 


Looking back and looking ahead, conditions for winning new victories next year 
appear to be very good. From the Third Plenary Session to the Sixth Plenary 
Session of the llth Party Central Committee, the Party Central Committee carried 
out a great deal of hard and effective work. With respect to the guiding ideology, 
the task of returning to order from disorder has already been accomplished. The 
report on the work of the government made by Comrade Zhao Ziyang at the Fourth 
Session of the Fifth National People's Congress correctly summed up our experiences 
since the founding of our state and proposed 10 principles for economic 
construction from now on. In this way, we are given a set of correct principles 
and policies in our politics as well as in our economy. This is the most beneficial 
condition for guaranteeing the success of our undertakings. The question today is 
one of how to earnestly and implement in practical ways the Party Central 
Committee's line and how to implement the Central Committee Secretariat's four 
directives on construction in the capital. Under the correct leadership and 
affectionate care of the Party Central Committee, our Beijing Municipality has 
scored welcome achievements this year in all our efforts regarding economic 
readjustment, ideological and political work, rectification of party workstyle, 
reinforcement of social order and security, etc. Party organizations at various 
levels, cadres at various levels, the vast ranks of the communists, and the masses 
of people have likewise dedicated their talent, wisdom, and strength to the 
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building of a socialist material civilization and the building of a socialist 
spiritual civilization in the capital. All this should be fully affirmed in 

our summation. But at the same time, we should also observe that there still 
exist certain impure things among our party ranks in terms of ideology, organi- 
zation, and workstyle. These are obstacles to our implementing the Party Central 
Committee's line, principles, and policies. For instance, some comrades 

doggedly resist carrying out the policies of the Central Committee or even doing 
the things regarding which the Central Committee authorities have given clear 
directives. Some comrades choose to adopt an irresponsible attitude toward what 
are clearly matters within their own areas of responsibility. Instead, they 
proceed to pass the buck, drag their feet, wrangle witn each other, and kick the 
ball around. Some comrades know only how to follow conventional rules meticulously, 
and to transcribe and transmit all documents intact; they fail to understand new 
situations and fail to study new problems. Some party organizations are lax and 
feeble in their ideological work; they hardly dare to struggle against unhealthy 
practices; they take a detour when they encounter contradictions; and they even 
represent the backward ideas of a part of the masses when they do things, thereby 
harming the interests of the state. Bourgeois liberalization tendencies and 
bourgeois individualism still exert a rather serious influence among some party 
members. The influence of leftist ideas and remnants of feudal ideas cannot be 
said to have been completely eliminated, either. At present, organs are swollen 
with people outnumbering pertinent tasks; their duties are dubiously defined and 
their burdens of work are uneven. These conditions in turn provide shelters for 
such unwholesome things. One prominent phenomenon reflecting all these impure 
things is this: many comrades have not yet exerted any efforts and hence lack 
confidence in the future. This state of mind leads to things being left undone, 
even in the case of those things which should and certainly can be done. If we 
wish to make progress, we must seriously analyze, study, and solve such problems 
accordingly. When party organizations and party branches in the various districts, 
counties, and bureaus conduct their year-end summation and seriously look back at 
the road they have traveled in the past year, they will clearly see that those who 
have in faet done things according to the Party Central Committee's line, set 
personal examples in their earnest practice by truly following the "Guiding 
Principles for Inner-Party Political Life," and truly implemented the four 
directives issued by the Central Committee authorities regarding work in Beijing 
Municipality--those operations have been better conducted and the achievements 
have been greater. Seeing this point clearly, we can then further heighten our 
consciousness in implementing the Party Central Committee's line, principles, and 
policies, further strengthen our confidence, enhance our courage, exert our 
spirit, and continuously promote our various tasks. 


In the process of summing up our work, we must humbly listen to the opinions of 
the masses within as well as outside the party, keep in mind the problems that 
exist in our actual work and our ideology and workstyle, and conscientiously 
launch criticism and self-criticism. All communists, especially communists in 
leading posts, should insist on taking the party's "Guiding Principles," the 
party's workstyle, and the principle of party character as their own norms and 
inspect our own ideology, work, and style on the basis of the hopes entrusted to 
us by the masses of the people. Only by thus making such strict demands ou 
ourselves can we really find the gaps. It is important to formulate next year's 
plans well, but it is equally important for us to take practical measures. 
During these past years, a very bad defect among some of our comrades has been 














the uttering of empty words. Whenever they held a meeting to issue a call and 
put forth demands, their work seemed to have been completed once the meeting was 
over. Thus, there were demands, but there was no inspection, and as arrangements 
were completed, their work likewise seemed to have come to an “end.” This is the 
“working method" that some of our comrades are well accustomed to. If such a bad 
tendency of relishing the utterance of empty words but not actual work is not 
reversed, our undertakings can hardly make headway. We must do away with such an 
unwholesome workstyle and, after formulating practial measures, we must conduct 
inspections, exercise supervision, and truly put [these measures] into 

practice. Through such summation we must overcome unwholesome workstyles and 
promote good workstyles. We must promote a socialist spiritual civilization, 
develop the party's fine traditions with great fanfare, and lead social trends 
with our party workstyle toward a further turn for the better. This is the 
imperative responsibility of all communists. In the case of communists who work 
in the capital, they should even more consciously take up this responsibility. 


The new year is about to arrive; new fighting tasks await us. May we lose no 
opportunity at this juncture of transition from the old to the new in closely 
grasping the task of handling this year-end summation well, exert our spirit, 
enhance our unity, and welcome our new work with a new attitude. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


GOOD, BAD EXAMPLES OF CADRES' WORKSTYLE CONTRASTED 
Corrupt Cadres Punished 
Shenyang LIAONING RIBAO in Chinese 6 Dec 81 p 1 


{Report: "Shenyang Municipal Party Committee solemnly disposes of cases of 
disciplinary violation by Song Yuting [1345 3768 1656], Gai Diankui [5556 3013 
7608] and Yu Zhiyou [0060 1807 2589]: Imposes on Song Yuting the punishment of 
dismissal from the office of member of the party group, Municipal Economic 
Commission, and cancellation of his appointment as deputy chairman of the 
Municipal Economic Commission; imposes on Gai Dainkui and Yu Zhiyou the 
punishment of dismissal from party membership and cancellation of their 
appointments; the Municipal Party Committee reiterates: From the day the 
"Guiding Principles’ were first promulgated, whoever violated party discipline is 
to be strictly dealt with by party discipline, without any appeasement or 
accommodation; those who encroach upon state and collective property are to be 
given strict measures of economic return or repayment, and such people must never 
be allowed to gain economic advantage") 


[Text] Recently, the Shenyang Municipal Party Committee distributed a circular 
on the solemn disposal of the cases of disciplinary violation by Song Yutiug, 

Gai Diankui, and Yu Zhiyou. The punishment imposed on Song Yuting was dismissal 
from the office of member of the party group, Municipal Economic Commission, and 
cancellation of his appointment as deputy chairman of the Municipal Economic 
Commission. In addition, his wife's younger sister, who had received assignment 
through the "back door," was returned to her original unit, and of his daughter, 
who had become a soldier via the “back door," through his military unit was also 
returned. Gai Diankui was stripped of party membership and removed from the office 
of director of the bureau of public finance, Tiexi district, and all the funds he 
had illegally obtained were recovered. Yu Zhiyou was dismissed as a party member, 
removed from the office of deputy chief, economic protection section, public 
security branch, Shenbe district, and all his illegal gains were confiscated on 
behalf of the state treasury. 


Song Yuting was originally a member of the party group, Municipal Economic 
Commission, and deputy chairman of the same commission. In order to get his 
daughter, who was unqualified for conscription, into the army when conscription 
was in progress last year, Song Yuting resorted to machinations in the departments 
in charge of conscription, using a deputy director in the main office of the 
municipal clock-manufacturing factory [to these ends]; he changed his daughter's 
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birthdate, going through a census registration people's policeman at the police 
station on Yijing Street in Shenbe district; he forged a diploma and a student 
registration form for his daughter by going through the dean of students at Middle 
School No 155; and he personally won a “target quota™ from the conscription 
department on the strength of his status as a leader of the economic commission. 
Later, the conscript-reception umit discovered the problem and rejected her; but 
once again he used his "connections" to squeeze out the daughter of a comrade in 
an organ of the municipal government, and sent his daughter to the hospital of a 
certain military unit as a soldier there. Song's wife's younger sister was a 
countryside registrant; in order to transfer her into the city, he fabricated 

the necessary reasons to illegally transfer her to the clock-parts plant under the 
main office of the municipal clock-manufacturing faetory, going through persons 
such as a deputy chairman of the municipal general trade union, the deputy chief 
of the labor power control section of the minicipal labor bureau, and the 

deputy director of the main office of the municipal clock-manufacturing fi: tory. 
In disregarding the "Guiding Principles" and violating party discipline, Song 
Yuting created an extremely bad impression within the party and among the masses. 
Gai Diankui appropraited district funds without authorization in order to run a 
factory for profit, while offering bribes to bank cadres; thereby he impinged upon 
the reputation of state organs. Relying on his power and position, Yu Zhiyou took 
advantage of other people's crises by borrowing a house but not returning it, 

and refusing to pay rent. He acquired civilian housing by playing tricks, as 

he extorted from the housing-construction unit 950 yuan in cash and two old houses 
measuring 64 square meters while seizing on the opportunity to move. He forfeited 
his quality and character as a commnist. 


Relevant units and individuals implicated in the cases of Song Yuting, Gai Diankui, 
and Yu Zhiyou are being investigated for possible punishment. 


The Shenyang Munici;.al Party Committee called together party organizations at 

all levels in the municipality to further reinforce the ecucation of party members 
and cadres with regard to complying with party rules and party laws, and thereby 
overcome the state of laxity and feebleness in the guiding ideology. With respect 
to questions of violation of the law and discipline arising in the various units, 
they must have the courage to grasp and control them. The municipal party 
committee reiterated: From the day the "Guiding Principles" were promlgated, 
whoever has violated party discipline must be strictly dealt with by party disci- 
pline without any appeasement or accommodation. In the case of those whose 
problems are serious and who repeat their offenses, despite repeated instructions, 
and who knowingly commit such offenses, the punishment must be as severe as 
permissible, up to dismissal from party membership. In the case of those who 
impinge upon the criminal code, they mst be dealt with according to the law. 

All those who demand gifts and take bribes, resort to speculation and doubledealing, 
commit corruption and theft, and encroach upon state and collective property by 
illegal means must be given the strict measure of economic return or repayment; 
such people must never be allowed to gain any economic advantage. With respect 

to those party members and cadres and masses who set an example of observing the 
law and who dare to struggle against unwholesome trends, efforts must be made to 
support and commend them in order to uphold upright practices and bring a halt to 
unhealthy ones. 
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‘Outstanding Ones’ Praised 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 3 Jan 82 p 1 
[Commentary by Xu Baosen [1776 0202 2773]: "In Praise of the ‘Outstanding Ones'"] 


[Text] To stand “out™ means to break through and reach a level above the ordinary. 
All those who work hard in pursuit of, and establish themselves in, their 

calling, who are highly motivated in pursuing advancement and are successful in 
the achievements they aim at and whose conduct therefore becomes exemplary, and who 
make certain considerable contributions to the material civilization and spiritual 
civilization in human society by exerting their creative labor may be deemed to 
stand “out.” 


Becoming "outstanding" is a concrete demonstration of the revolutionary, enter- 
prising spirit of pioneers and innovators. Society is making progress; science 

is developing; and technology is being renovated. But such socia] progress, 
scientific development, and technological renovation are precise results predicated 
upon the efforts of those vanguards with such creative, pioneering spirit who have 
surged forth from the midst of the masses. Today, people who are praised as “shock 
workers of the new long march," “three-motto and eight-character Red-banner 
pacesetters,” “advanced workers," "superteachers,"™ “three-good students," and 
"models" and "sentinels" are precisely those who have "stood" "out" on the various 
fronts. They are possessed both of lofty ideals and of a hard-working spirit. 
They are the embodiments of "diligence, courage, and intelligence." They are 
heralds who give full play to the party's fine traditions. 


But in our real life there is one type of people wh cannot make a distinction 
between right and wrong, yet pride themselves on looking appealingly sanctimonious 
and upright and fair; who cannot tell ugliness from beauty, yet brag about having 
been kept from contamination by evil influence and about being well cultivated. 
When they see those who choose to be reckless and lawless, they look at them as 

if nothing is happening, refuse to bother about them, refuse to intervene, and fail 
to put up a struggle against them. When they see those who endeavor to struggle 
forward and compete, and who thereby score successes, they make cynical remarks 
about them instead of emulating them. While they themselves choose to do nothing, 
they are jealous of others who prefer to do something. While they themselves 
decline to study, they murmur about others being too studious. While they 
themselves turn out to be mediocrities with no fit ambition, they do their best 

to hurl sarcasm, ridicule, and attacks at those who strive earnestly and who 
entertain high aspirations. Although such people are in the minority, their harmful 
conduct is far from inconsequential. They should be reproached by public opinion. 
We should support and look after all those who have already "stood" "out," nurture 
and encourage those who are in the process of “standing” "out," and let hundreds 
and thousands of "outstanding ones" who dare to innovate and who have risen above 
the Level of the ordinary to play even a greater role and make still greater 
contributions to the construction of the four modernizations. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


DISCIPLINE TO PREVENT DAMAGE TO STATE PROPERTY EMPHASIZED 
Wuhan CHANGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 5 Dec 81 pl 
[Article: "Mistakes Must Be Corrected"] 


[Text] In the process of changing location, the Wuhan Semiconductor Parts Plant 
seriously damaged the equipment and academic facilities of the China Technical 
Academy. This made a very bad impression. 


Although many erroneous practices occurred during the move among the lower levels 
and were perpetrated by only a small group of staff and workers, nevertheless, the 
responsibility rests with the leadership. The ideological guidance of the plant's 
party committee is lax and disorganized. The ideology of departamentalism is rampant 
among the principle leading cadres. They lack an overall point of view and they 
have adopted an irresponsible bureaucratic attitude toward the China Technical 
Academy's property. As a result, a small group who have a strong pernicious and 
anarchistic influence and who have acquired evil habits willfully ravaged state 
property and seized the opportunity to reap a profit. This las led to serious con- 
sequences. The lesson drawr from this experience is profound and we should take 
heed. In the process of strengthening ideological and political work to overcome 
the disorganized and lax state of affairs, party organizations at all levels must 
strengthen organizational discipline and instruction of workers and staff. They 
must carry out instruction on the overall point of view, on the cmcept of the 
whole, on taking good care of state property and on sound moral practices. This 
will insure the healthy development of our city's economic reorganization and the 
successful completion of all tasks. 


The leadership of the party committee in the Wuhan Semiconductor Parts Plant under- 
went criticism and education by the organization. They practiced profound self- 
criticism and listened with an open mind to the criticism of the masses. They also 
took the initiative and asked the organization to take disciplinary action. In 

order to make amends for the bad impression they had made and to make up for the losses 
they had incurred, they actively organized the cadres, staff and workers throughout 

the plant to surmount all difficulties. In addition, they resumed practical work 

in production ahead of schedule. Their recognition and correction of their mistakes 
should be welcomed. 


37 











When our party criticizes or takes necessary disciplinary measures against party 
members who have committed mistakes, it is not engaging in punitivism. Rather, this 
is done in order to “learn from past mistakes so as to avoid future ones and cure 
the sickness to save the patient.” It is also done to help comrades who have made 
mistakes to draw a lesson from this experience so that in the future they will do 

a better job. Consequently, our party has always advocated that it is permitted to 
make mistakes and it is permitted to correct mistakes. Mistakes must be corrected 
and the more thoroughly they are corrected the better. It is really not that 
terrible to make a mistake. What is terrible is to "hide ome's sickness for fear of 
treatment” and to persist in making mistakes. The decade of internal unrest 

caused our party's fine tradition and fine workstyle of criticism and self-criticism 
that were formed during the long-term revolutionary struggle to be seriously under- 
mined. To this day it still has an influence over some comrades so that they cannot 
correctly deal with their own shortcomings and mistakes. They dislike having their 
errors pointed out and fear criticism. They dread pointing out their shortcomings 
and mistakes, just as they dread exposing their unsound practices. They lack the 
courage to confront and correct problems that have already been exposed. Rather, 
they try to conceal them, emphasize objectivity, shirk their responsibilities and 
even look for opportunities to attack in retaliation. By behaving in this way they 
are making a bad situation worse. If they have made mistakes, they should correct 
them; once their mistakes are corrected the problem is solved. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ESTABLISHMENT OF EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP ENCOURAGED 
Wuhan CHANGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 7 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Sun Wenying [1327 2429 5391]: "We Must Establish Effective Leadership 
In Accordance With the Needs of the Four Modernizations"] 


[Text] While we are currently in the process of enterprise reorganization, it is 
necessary to make a great effort to grasp the establishment of effective leading 
groups. The Central Committee has suggested that leading groups should become more 
revolutionary, younger, more knowledgeable and more specialized (abbreviated as the 
"four modernizations"). This is the key to establishing a more effective leadership. 


We should take a sober look at the fact that we still fall short of meeting both the 
requirements for national economic reorganization and the requirements as set forth 
by the "four modernizations" program concerning the establishment of leading groups. 
There are still numerous problems. Based m the preliminary statistics on 194 
county CYL units and 1462 factory level cadres in our industrial and communications 
systems throughout the city, the following critical problems can be seen. 


First, the cadres are getting on in years. The average age of the cadres mentioned 
above is over 50. Among them, there are 20 who are under 35 years of age, 59 who 
are 35-40 years old, 155 who are 40-45 years old, 435 who are 45-50 years old, and 
793 who are over 50 years old. 


Second, their level of education is rather low. Among the group of factory level 
cadres, 179 have attained university and college level educatiao, 49 have attained 
secondary technical school level, 209 have attained senior middle school level and 
1,025 have attained junior middle school level or under. 


Third, the proportion of specialized technical cadres in the leadership is relatively 
low. 


Fourth, among a few leading groups there still exists, in varying degrees, a lack 
of enthusiasm, unsound party practices, laxity and disorganization. 


The problems reflected in the leadership of the 194 county CYL units show that the 
composition of the majority of leading business groups throughout the city does not 
meet the demand for implementiig the "four modernizations.” In order to insure the 
successful completion of the task of reorganizing the nation's economy, we must make 
a tremendous effort to admit more cadres who combine ability and political integrity 
and who are in the prime of life to party committees at all levels. 
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An extremely important issue in the composition of leading groups is the drive to 
select younger cadres. Everyone has to undergo the natural process of aging, from 
youth t» middle age to old age. The aging of our leading cadres is an urgent and 
real problem. The party Central Committee has suggested strongly promoting newly 
emerging forces. Without doubt, this is an extremely important and correct guiding 
principle. It fully coincides with the objective requirements of the laws of science. 
Current research in physiology and psychology shows that middle aged and young 
people are definitely superior in absorbing new knowledge. There is a fixed relationship 
between a person's age and his intellectual ability. The age at which one's per- 
ception abilities peak is between 10 and 17, and the age at which one's memory peaks 
is between 18 and 29. One's abilities in making comparisons and judgments are most 
developed between the ages of 30 and 49. Between the ages of 18 and 29 one's 
reaction time and agility are at their peak. It is therefore apparent that the 
objective requirements of contemporary society are for the new to supersede the old 
and for more younger people to become leading cadres. To overlook this matter would 
be to commit a historical mistake. As for the matter of educational level, members 
of our contemporary leadership must have attained a satisfactory level of knowledge. 
Because of the widespread availability of education, members of today's society, 
whether specialists or workers, can obtain a relatively high level of scientific 
education. If leaders of factories and enterprises do not have a high level of 
education, how can they effectively exercise leadership in the modernization of 
industrial production? 


The issue at present concerns who should join the leading groups. I believe that 
when selecting cadres we must look at their practical abilities as well as stressing 
their academic records. Neither should be overemphasized at the expense of the 
other. A person's academic record only represents the degree of training he has 
received, it does not represent his actual leadership ability. Scientific research 
tells us that in modern society only 10 percent of what one knows comes from a 
regular school education; 90 percent of what one knows is acquired from later work 
experience and vocational studies. Therefore, many businesses abroad require that 
after college graduates have joined the work force, they must first work their way 
through the various departments, from marketing and sales to the workshop. Once 
they have obtained sufficient practical knowledge, then they may be promoted to 
leading positions. For historical reasons, among the 18 million cadres and troops, 
there are few who have adequate academic records. However, there are many comrades 
who have undergone long-term work and self-study so that they have a fairly high level 
of practical knowledge. 


As for the problem of specialization in leading groups, Lenin once said: "In 

order to manage a business, you need experts, you need to master all the conditions 
of production, you must understand high-level modern production techniques, and you 
must have definite scientific training. ("Lenin, Collected Works" Voi 30, p 394). 
For a long time there have been very few specialists among the leading cadres. In 
order to carry out the "four modernizations," the party Central Committee set forth 
the requirement that cadres must be more specialized. This is totally correct. We 
must make a great effort to train and select them. Of course, when selecting 
specialist cadres we must pay attention to every aspect, because the work of leadership 
in business is many sided. Specialization should include all kinds of expertise 
both in ideological and political work and in work in production, technology, 
management, finance, logistics, etc. Each of these areas is a specialized field. 
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In summary, the present collective leadership in business should not concentrate 

on only one thing. Rather, each kind of specialist should attempt to combine things 
in a reasonable way. In the past political work, cadres concentrated on only one 
thing. Now we must avoid becoming technical cadres who follow in their footsteps. 
Thus we must make great efforts to select cadres who have resolutely carried out 

the party's four fundamental principles, who have implemented the party's general 
and specific policies, and who meet the requirements of the leadership for 
establishing the "four modernizations." They must combine ability and political 
integrity and be in the prime of life. We must pramote them to leading groups at all 


levels to insure the successful completiom of the task of national economic reorgani- 
zation. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


MOVE TO ELIMINATE OBSTACLES TO SELF-CRITICISM URGED 
Wuhan CHANGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 1l Dec 81 p 3 
[Article by Qing Ren [7230 0086]: "Obstacles to Self-Criticism Must Be Removed") 


[Text] Recently, among certain party organizations and party members, it has been 
difficult to launch criticism and even more difficult to engage in self-criticism. 
Why is self-criticism more difficult? There are both general and specific reasons 
for this. 


The general reason is that because our party now finds itself in peaceful circum- 
stances and occupies a position of power, some comrades therefore think that correcting 
shortcomings and mistakes is not as urgent as it was during the war years and that 

the need for self-criticism is not as strong. At that time we were fighting a life 

and death struggle against a formidable enemy, so slips in work and ideology would 
instantly result in losses and senseless bloody sacrifices. 


The specific reason is that merciless blows and ruthless struggle have come to 

replace criticism and self-criticism within the party because of the long-term 

leftist mistakes combined with the decade of internal unrest and the unsound practices 
of inner party life. 


Same use the material of others' self-criticism as a target for attack. Others 
even use it as the basis for taking disciplinary action. By doing this they destroy 
the fine tradition of self-criticism. Therefore, even today some people became 
terrified at the mention of self-criticism. They are antagonistic toward self- 
criticism, repelled by it or fed up with it. In addition, same party members lack 
the strict training of our party's organizational life. Same veteran members have 
not set good examples often enough by launching self-criticism. This has affected 
the spread of the movement for self-criticism, 


The various reasons mentioned above are all obstacles to self-criticism. In order 
to remove these obstacles, I believe that we should stress finding solutions to 
the following two matters. 


First, we must distinguish between self-criticism under normal circumstances and 
self-criticism that has been distorted under specific historical conditions. 
Criticism and self-criticism are fine traditions of our party. Our party has 
accumulated many experiences in self-criticism. One set of correct methods for 











launching self-criticism lies in the guiding principle, “learn fram past mistakes to 
avoid future ones and cure the sickness to save the patient." These contain 
scientific truths and are criteria for engaging in self-criticism. The so-called 
self-criticism carried out during the decade of internal unrest was a product of 
specific historical conditions. It runs counter to the above mentioned methods 

and guiding principle. The dividing line between the two is very clear. The former 
must be upheld and the latter must be rejected. 


Second, we must take a look at the benefits of launching self-criticism at the 
present time. We must look at the conditions on which the so-called self-criticism 
of the decade of internal unrest depended. They have already disappeared. Since 

the Third Plenary Session, because of our party's great boldness of vision, courage 
and resourcefulness, we have dared to seek truth from facts and correct mistakes. 
Many miscarriages of justice have been reversed and many remaining problems have been 
dealt with. The "Resolution om Certain Questions in the History of Our Party” which 
was passed by the Sixth Plenary Session provides a scientific summary of the 32-year 
history since the establishment of our nation. These practical activities of our 
party set a shining example for us to engage in criticism and self-criticism, par- 
ticularly in thorough self-criticism. This is the great and vital force that moti- 
vates us to launch self-criticism. Thus, in theproblem of criticism and self-criticism, 
we should not only remember our erroneous historical experiences, but we should also 
Sum up our correct historical experiences and use them to inspire confidence in 
launching self-criticism. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


WRITER SEES NEED TO STUDY ‘RESOLUTION' IN DEPTH 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 8 Dec 81 p 1 


[Article by Commentator: "It Is Necessary to Further Promote the Work of Publicizing 
and Studying the "Resolution" at the Basic Levels"] 


[Text] After the Propaganda Department of the Central Committee had relayed the 
spirit of the Sixth Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee to leader- 
ship cadies of the party above the level of communes throughout the province, the 
party organizations at various levels in the province have achieved gratifying results 
in using various methods to proclaim the spirit of the "resolution" to the masses 
throughout the province since the beginning of September. These publicity activities 
throughout the province have basically been brought to a close. How should we go 

a step further in publicizing this "resolution" and in promoting the learning process 
on the foundation which has alrady been established? The main purpose of the publi- 
city activities during the initial period was to familiarize the masses with the 

main contents and the basic spirit embodied in the "resolution." Further efforts 
must be made tomake the people commit themselves to letting their words and action 
be guided by the spirit of the "resolution." It should be pointed out that, as 

a result of the leftist errors committed by those who were formerly in responsible 
positions in the provincial party committee, our province had failed to do all that 
it should in publicizing and implementing the spirit of the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Plenary Sessions of the llth Party Central Committee. That is why it is all the 

more important that we should no go a step further in publicizing and learning from 
the "resolution" so that the line, the policies and the principles of the Third 
Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee may filter down to the basic 
levels. 


Our present task in publicizing and promoting the study of the "resolution" among 
the masses at the basic levels requires that we engage in work along several lines. 


First, we must make up for what we had previously failed to do. The various units 
at the basic levels must make a realistic analysis of the circumstances of the pre- 
vious activities in connection with the publicizing of the “resolution.” Those 
units which had failed to puflicize the "resolution" or to bring the propaganda 
activities to a successful conclusion must undertake those activities as a matter 

of urgency. In making up for what had been missed, it is necessary that they should 
grasp the main points, have a focus in publicizing the "resolution,” and avoid re- 
hashing the "resolution" with a view merely to touch all bases. 
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Second, it is necessary to publicize and study the "resolution" on the basis of 

facts so that, under the guidance of and spurred on by the spirit of the "resolution," 
the masses may unite as one in dedicating themselves to their tasks in developing 
industrial and agricultural production in keeping with the spirit of the "resolution." 
by publicizing and studying the "resolution" on the basis of facts is meant the 
adoption of proper specific remedial rather than haphazard measures to solve the 

major existing ideological problems on the basis of study and analysis. Generally 
speaking, it is necessary to solve three separate problems on the basis of three 
separate sets of facts. First, it is necessary to engage certain cadres in the 

work of propaganda and in studying the true spirit of the basic conclusions of the 
"resolution" when there is an insufficient understanding of certain major problems 

on the part of the masses so that the large number of party members, cadres and 

the masses may further strengthen their faith in the Central Committee and that 

they may come to realize the need to adopt a political stand identical to that of 

the Central Committee. Second, it is necessary to involve party members, cadres 

and the masses in the implementation of the party's policies and principles, especially 
that of the responsibility system of linking remuneration to output in the rural 
areas, the economic responsibility system in the industries and the operational 
responsibility system in the commercial enterprises. Continuous effort should be 

made to publicize in depth the direction which socialist construction should take 

and the principles adopted by the Central Committee and embodied in the "resolution" 
so that the responsibility system in production may be improved upon and perfected. _ 
It is necessary to publicize in a systematic manner the theories behind the responsi- 
bility system in the industrial and commercial sectors and to heighten the awareness 
on the part of the people of the need to implement the responsibility system. It 

is necessary to publicize repeatedly and in depth the various policies and stipula- 
tions of the responsibility system so that the people would know what should and 
should not be done and that they may help to perfect the responsibility system in 

line with the party's policy. In dealing with ideological and practical problems 
which have emerged since the establishment of the responsibility system, it is necessary 
to launch an educational movement on the relationship of the benefits accruing to 

the state, the collectives and the individuals and on the relationship between the 
ideology of collectivism and the sense of responsibility which comes with the knowledge 
that the people are now their own masters. Following the publicizing of the responsi- 
bility system, it is necessary to speed up the development of production and to 
establish a role model for improving the standard of living. At the present time, 

a considerable number of workers and staff members in the factories and mining enter- 
prises in the cities have shown great interest in the responsibility system for 

joint production and pay now in force in the rural areas. That being the case, 

the industrial and mining units should, under certain conditions, make use of their 
resources in making a survey of the conditions in the rural areas so that they may 
engage in educational propaganda work where it would pay dividends. Members of 

those units in the communes and brigades inthe rural areas which have made a success 
of the responsibility system may also be invited to make reports so that they may 
supply answers to certain qupstions of interest to many on the basis of facts. Third, 
it is necessary to enlist people to make known to those who lack confidence in the 
four modernization construction projects, those who are dispirited and those who 

are less than enthusiastic in going about their tasks the favorable conditions for 
making a success of the four modernizations, the achievements which have already 

been made and the bright future which lies ahead with a view to showing them the 
direction they should take, strengthening their confidence and bolstering their 
courage and strength in uniting as one in making a success of the four modernization 
construction projects. 
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Thirdly, it is necessary to engage in propaganda in depth and to establish a link 
between studying the "resolution" and promoting an awareness of the importance of 
adhering firmly to the four basic principles. It was the four basic principles 

which served as a foundation on which our nation was established, while the "resolu- 
tion” is the scientific summation of the lessons we have learned from our experiences 
in the implementation of the four basic principles since the establishment of our 
nation. Publicizing and studying the basic conclusions of the "resolution" helps 

to further promote education on the need to strictly adhere to the four basic princi- 
ples. It is necessary to establish a close link between the two. By sticking to 
facts and by resorting to reason, we can help the people to acquire a correct under- 
standing of the four basic principles and to recognize and eradicate the influence 
exerted by erroneous leftist and rightist trends which run counter to the four basic 
principles. 


We should, in short, further engage in propaganda in depth and in studying the "reso- 
lution" so that large numbers of cadres at the basic levels, party members and the 
masses may continue to heighten their awareness, unify their thinking, strengthen 
their unity, and unite as one in the implementation of the four modernizations 

and that the work and production may truly present a new look throughout the province. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


REVIEW OF ZHAO XI'S NOVELETTE 'SPRING' 
Xi'an SHAANXT RIBAO in Chinese 18 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Qiu Guohu [6726 0948 5706]: "A Song of Spring--Review of Zhao 
Xi's [6392 3556] Novelette 'Spring'"] 


[Text] The novelette "Spring" was first published in the LUYUAN SERIES, No 12. 
In a lyrical tone and an exquisite style, it describes the rural life in 
northern Xhaanxi, portraying the images of new persons endowed with the spirit 
of the times and emanating a strong local flavor. It is a new achievement of 
Comrade Zhao Xi, an adult writer of our province, in his artistic explorations. 


The author unfolds for us a true picture of rural life at the turning point of 
history, and vividly and distinctively reproduces the features of various 
figures. The story happened in a mountain village along the river in the 
spring of the first year after the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central 
Committee. Through the experiences of an old cadre stationed in a rural pro- 
duction team, it takes us into the true to life tableau of a rural village in 
northern Xhaanxi. One finds both new sprouts breaking through the soil and 
the withered branches and rotting leaves left from the winter, both strong 
pillars supporting the socialist mansion and pests eroding it. While there 
are truthful descriptions of the miseries and wounds inflicted on the people 
by the 10-year turmoil, there are also a larger number of paeans extolling the 
confidence and strength demonstrated by the people of the old region to heal 
the wounds and overcome the miseries. Thus, the work dazzles with an ideal- 
istic light, imparts a tremendous encouragement and impels us to rise and 
plunge into the four modernization construction. 


"Spring" vividly portrays the image of Sun Tianfu, a high-level party cadre. 
Sun Tianfu was a Communist Party member with a firm revolutionary faith and a 
broad vision. He encountered the same misfortunes as the old cadres of his 
generation and suffered all kinds of abuses. When he came out to work, he had 
lost his entire family and he was all alone. However, all these did not 
extinguish the flame of the Yanan spirit in his heart and, before receiving 
the notice of his appointment, he had already "plunged headlong into the 
whirlpool of the mass struggle." Naturally, he felt deep in his heart "the 
anxieties and sorrows accumulated through the years."" However, the moment he 
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returned to the fiery mass struggle, his anxieties and sorrows vanished. 
Should not such revolutionary faith and vision serve as a model to each and 
every revolutionary? He earnestly followed the Yanan style. He never forgot 
that he was raised by the old Red Guards who made bloody sacrifices during the 
war years and by his old mother who suffered all kinds of tribulations. He 
always emerged as a member of the masses, toiling and perspiring alongside 
them and living on bran and vegetable soup together with them. He always 
remembered the hardships of the masses and personally visited the poor to 
inquire about their difficulties, holding intimate conversations with them and 
solving their problems in living and production. By practical actions, he 
leveled "the chasm among the people of Sigedou and Ditouzhuang" and restored 
the party's prestige among the masses. Today, when our party's traditional 
style suffered the "gang of four's" severe devastation, the realism of such 
depiction is self-evident. Sun Tianfu was also a revolutionary activist and 

a practitioner of the lines of the party's Third Plenary Session. He saw with 
his own eyes the devastation of the rural economy under the erroneous leftwing 
guidance and personally experienced the accuracy, timeliness and practicality 
of the new economic policy. Loudly he appealed: "Today, we can only grasp 
tightly, and conscientiously carry out the policy." To him, "nothing can 
replace practical actions." When he saw the difficult life of the masses, a 
powerful desire to change the state of affairs rose in his heart and he so- 
lemnly questioned himself: “Is it conceivable for me to permit my work to 
float on the surface of life like a duckweed? Can I be satisfied with marking 
documents, signing names and engaging in empty discussions without using my 
brains? Or, do I only bitterly censure others and make impassioned pleas, or 
do I sigh in despair and blame god and man, while unwilling to do anything 
practical?" One can feel the hot blood coursing through his whole body and 
his beating heart. 


"Spring" emanates a strong local flavor. With his exquisite pen, the author 
describes the rural environment of northern Shaanxi. Reading the novelette, 
one can see the pale white mist of spring rising on the river bank, the hills 
turning green and the peach trees showing pink; one can hear the joyous gurgle 
of the thawing Yan river and the bells of the donkeys mixed with the sound of 
tractors; one can smell the fresh fragrance of the soil and the sweet scent of 
the grain stalks mixed with the bitter wild wormwood. One cannot but feel 
intoxicated in this picture of springtime filled with poetry and painting. 

The novelette also describes brilliantly the folk customs of northern Shaanxi. 
Reading about the distinctive wrestling matches between Daniu and the women of 
the Gao family, the resonant ancient "rope pulling song" of the old team 
leader, and the bean porridge enjoyed by the masses, one cannot but fall under 
the charm of the local flavor, recalling similar memories and immersing one- 
self in the enjoyment of beauty. 


Such distinctive, concrete and exquisite descriptions come from the author's 
deep experience in life. His creation is deeply rooted in the fertile soil of 
rural life in northern Shaanxi. For many years, during his busy editing and 
administrative work, the author took every chance to go deep into life and 
formed a profound rapport with the masses. He recorded several hundred thousand 
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words of creative material and accumulated rich impressions of life. In the 
past several years, he published more than 20 pieces of work, almost all bear- 
ing the delicate fragrance of the fresh soil of the northern Shaanxi plateau. 


The flaws of “Spring” are its structure which is slack at first and tight 
toward the end, the hasty conclusion, the contradiction which is not fully 
explored, and the individuality of Sun Tianfu which is not sufficiently brought 
out. All these await further improvement by the author. While the creation 

of novelettes has made a rapid progress throughout the country in the past 

2 years, our province has been relatively slow. The publication of "Spring" 

is no less than a step forward in this aspect. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULGURE 


REVIEW OF BOOK ‘ON LIU QING'S VIEW ON ART' 
Xi'an SHAANXI RIBAO in Chinese 18 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Bai Miao [4101 2249]: "Take Root in Life like Liu Qing [2692 7230] 
--Review of ‘On Liu Qing's View on Art'"] 


[Text] From "Planting Grain," “Bastion of Iron" to “Annals of Pioneering," 
Liu Qing, in his 40 plus years of literary career, traversed a path of arduous 
exploration and punctilious pursuit. In firm strides and siep by step, he 
finally attained the artistic peak commanding admiration. His magnificent 
epic depicts the arduous pioneering of a true artist as well as China's pea- 
sants in the first few years of the socialist era. 


"On Liu Qing's View on Art" ("China's Modern Literature Study Series," jointly 
written by Liu Jianjun [0491 1696 6511], Meng Wanfu [5536 8001 1133] and Zhang 
Changcang [1728 7022 0221]), recently published by the Shanghai Literature and 
Art Publishing House, is a relatively systematic treatise on Liu Qing's view 
on art. For many years in the past, our literary and artistic and academic 
circles made a certain effort in stydying Liu Qing the writer, publishing many 
articles and a number of pamphlets and making definite achievements. However, 
relatively systematic, comprehensive and intensive studies were not large in 
number, while direct explorations into his view on art, an issue of a funda- 
mental nature, were even scarcer. In this sense, the publication of "On Liu 
Qing's View on Art" is gratifying, signifying a greater depth in the study of 
Liu Qing the author. His pursuit of the communist ideal, of the Marxist 

truth and of the prospects of the revolutionary victory closely linked him 
with the cause of the party and the revolution and with the masses, and made 
him a staunch proletarian soldier. His pursuit of the aesthetic ideal, of the 
true essence of art and of the value of the creative force caused him to 
search painstakingly, practice earnestly and become a revolutionary writer of 
outstanding achievements and clear individuality. Furthermore, the qualities 
of the proletarian soldier and those of the revolutionary writer were blended 
together as milk and water, harmoniously unified in a single person. The 
course of his living and artistic practices was that of the formation of his 
life philosophy and artistic view, which, once formed, governed him on a 
higher plane, swelling the sail of his pursuit and struggle. Therefore, to 
probe Liu Qing's creative mystery, one must seek the answers from the path of 
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his life and creation and from his view on art. It is precisely what "On Liu 
Qing's View on Art" has done. The diligent spirit and solemn attitude of its 
writers are most admirable. 


The goal set by Liu Qing for himself and the path chosen by him cannot be 
attained and followed by ordinary mediocre writers. In his relentless pursuit, 
Liu Qing first tempered himself in many ways. His idea that a writer must 
attend "three schools" (life, politics and art) was his basic means to temper 
himself. It is an idea which we generally can comprehend and which the majori- 
ty of the comrades is ready to accept. However, to study conscientiously 
throughout one's lifetime like Liu Qing requires a strong determination, espe- 
cially in the school of life. Liu Qing recounted with a deep feeling the many 
tests, agonies, hesitations and even vacillations when he first entered the 
school of life. It is impossible to enter such a strict school with ease. 
Nevertheless, he persevered with the great sense of responsibility and the 
strong willpower of the revolutionary. Experiencing pain, he also attained 

joy and gained profound impressions. He declared: "Life trains the writer; 
life reforms the writer; life elevates the writer." "In life, the apprentice 
may become the master; apart from life, the master may turn into a craftsman." 
Such observation not only belongs in the realm of general experience and un- 
derstanding, but constitutes a truth of artistic understanding and a principle 
on living and creative practices of a guiding significance. 


In terms of the Marxist aesthetic viewpoint, Liu Qing also had many incisive 
and distinctive interpretations on penetrating life, thereby setting the base 
point of improving and enriching his artistic creative force on the study of 
life, not on the study of books. While one must go deep into life to find the 
subject matters, themes, typical figures and details, one may also look for 

the techniques in life. Liu Qing said that techniques are not learned by 
studying others’ books, but mainly by studying life. The literature of every 
age has its new techniques, which are not created by studying the techniques 

of all kinds of literary works, but by conscientiously studying life. This 
interpretation is novel and thought provoking. "On Liu Qing's View on Art" 
makes a relatively deep and full exposition of this point. Not just explaining 
the rationality of Liu Qing's view in terms of the requirement of unity of 
content and form, but, by analyzing the writer's concrete creative techniques, 
such as the distinctive structures, the conduct and the thinking and feelings 
of the characters, the vivid, simple and clear artistic descriptions, and the 
characteristic coloring and harmonious coordination of the sceneries, it points 
out how the objective logic and all types of living figures and the rich and 
colorful things enlightened the writer, thereby concretely expounding and 
developing Liu Qing's view. 


His understanding of the importance of life and his penetration of life did 
not make Liu Qing overlook the effect of political cultivation and artistic 
training on a writer. He improved himself by properly uniting the "three 

schools." Reading his works, hearing his words, and studying his articles, 


we strongly sense Liu Qing's deep understanding of the Marxist viewpoint, his 
skillful mastery and application of the dialectic materialist principles, his 
solid literary foundation and broad range of knowledge. He enriched and 








strengthened himself in many aspects, studying Marxist-Leninist books, Comrade 
Mao Zedong's works, classical and foreign literature, philosophy, aethetics, 
psychology, English.... Such preparations prior to creation are very impor- 
tant. If a writer lacks the basic things, the development of his creative 
vitality will be greatly limited. We often lament the scarcity of masters in 
literature. While the reasons are many-sided, the inadequate preparation be- 
fore creation cannot but be one of the important ones. Gorki urged the young 
rcople to use the energy in hasty writing on studying. His words have their 
reasons. It is conceivable that, had Liu Qing not possessed the many-faceted 
factors discussed above, he would not have written the epic “Annals of Pioneer- 
ing." 


Liu Qing was a writer who should be earnestly studied by us. The book "On Liu 
Qing's View on Art" begins with a study of his view on art and covers his 
series of creative writing. Many of our critics do not have a good understand- 
ing of creation, while many writers rarely read the critics. This book should 
be read by writers, especially the young writers, as well as those engaged in 
critical work and in studying Liu Qing. What kind of artistic view should we 
establish? Once this question is answered, many others will be clarified, 

such as how to properly arrange the relations between art and politics and 
between art and life, how to interpret the functions and laws of literature, 
how to pursue true artistic creation, what a writer should look for, etc. Liu 
Qing has an enlightening effect on us, and so does "On Liu Qing's View on Art.” 
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SOCIOLOGY, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


GLORIOUS MISSION OF SOCIALIST LITERATURE LAUDED 

Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 9 Dec 81 p 4 

[Article by Yu Guanxi [0060 0385 6007]: "The Glorious Mission of Socialist Literature” ] 
[Text] (1) Relationship between Literature and Social Awareness 


Literature is one manifestation of social awareness. It is the product of the mental 
reflection of the people of a particular form of social life. 


Literature also reacts to and exerts an influence on social life. Many major revolu- 
tionary movements in history owe their origin to literary movements. The Renaissance 
in Europe in the 14th to the 16th Century and the May Fourth Literary Movement in 
China at the beginning of this century are but the best known examples. 


Literature claims the serious attention of the party and the people because it plays 
a special role in society. Since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central 
Committee, the Central Committee has held nine important meetings on literary work 
(including the entire body of work on the ideological front), or an average of three 
meetings a year. During the current year, the Central Committee has issued a series 
€ important directives on ideological and political work (including literary work). 


Since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committtee, the general 
situation of the entire literary front may be said to be faborable. The achievements 
on the literarv front have been substantial and its influence far-reaching. It has 
rendered important service in providing an impetus to the emancipation of the mind, 
in putting down unrest and restoring order and in promoting various projects of con- 
struction. 


It would be a mistake, however, to disregard the influence of the liberalization trend 
promoted by the capitalist class. This influence cannot be said not to exist in Zhejiang 
Province. In works of literature, a number of literary products have emerged which 

run counter to the four basic principles. In literary activities, certain units have 

at one time sought to downgrade publications put out by the province and to promote 
such erroneous ideas and opinions as "the West is bright, the East is not" and "When 
trouble is encountered in one quarter, support is proffered from all quarters." Support, 
for instance, has been voiced for "Unrequited Love." Furthermore, effort has been 

made to alienate the people from the party, to set men of letters against politicians, 
to Condemn party leadership as being inimical to the flourishing state of literature, 

to classify as “sycophantic literature" all tribute paid to the party and the people 

and to make the exposure of the dark side of things as the basic mission of literature. 








Such aberrations have won the sympathetic support of certain comrades in our province. 
On the dramatic and musical stage, plays and performances of questionable merit have 
been staged merely to satisfy the prurient interests of the audience. 


The emergence of the capitalist liberation trend among the literary circles is not 

an isolated social phenomenon. It is closely related to and exerts a mutual influence 
on the crisis of belief, of faith and of confidence created by the 10-year period 

of domestic unrest. Two years ago, there emerged a spate of so-called "exposive litera- 
ture" and the argument that literature would surely flourish if the party would relin- 
quish its control for a period of five years. That is a convoluted reflection on 

the part of certain people of their lack of belief in the thoughts of Mao Zedong, 

their lack of faith in the party leadership since the Third Plenary Session of the 

llth Party Central Committee and their lack of confidence in the implementation of 
socialist projects of modernization. This liberalization trend in the literary circles 
has also nurtured the so-called "three beliefs" crisis and the muddled thinking already 
existing in society. There is a close relationship between the emergence of such 
phenomena and the leftist errors in the guiding thought over a long period of time. 

As a result of the criticism leveled against leftist errors of the guiding thought 

and the call made for the rectification of such errors, it was only natural that those 
among the comrades lacking in clear thinking should abandon the principles which should 
be upheld and side with the liberalization trend on the right. That was why Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping found it necessary to point out in a clear-cut manner as early as March, 
1979 the importance of upholding the four basic principles while effort was being 

made to emancipate people's minds anc o put down unrest and restore order. 


Another reason contributing to the emergence of the capitalistliberalization trend 

among the literary circles is that, as a result of the policy to open up China to 
outsiders, the country has been exposed to the influpnce of the corrupt lite-style 
associated with the capitalist class. That is also a result of the leftist guiding 
thought which led to the adoption of the policy to shut China off from the outside 

world over a long period of time. The lack of knowledge of the outside world resulting 
from the long period of isolation naturally impaired our ability to discern what is 
right and what is wrong and to build up immunization against infection, so that the 
people, confused as to what is right and what is wrong and umable to distinguish between 
what is fragrant and what is malodorous, foolishly accept garbage from abroad as being 
"fashionable." With the implementation of the policy to open the door to outsiders, 

it is only to be expected that China would be exposed to undesirable influences from 
abroad. The problem rests with ourselves. It is possible to limit such dire influences 
to the minimum if we do a good job of ideological political education, strengthen 

our ability to distinguish between what is right and what is wrong, and immunize our- 
selves against infections. 


If the Central Committee had not time and again spiken out against such capitalist 
liberalization phenomena, if it had not provided the correct guidance, and if the 
liberalization trend had been allowed to run its course, great difficulties and obsta- 
cles would certainly have been created. These difficulties and obstacles would have 
caused serious damage to the healthy development of socialist literature, exerted 

a negative influence on the social climate and impeded the establishment of the entire 
socialist material and spiritual civilization. It is easily understandable why some 
comrades engagedin security work and public order, in the industrial and agricultural 
production front and in command of fighting men in the armed forces should evince 
considerable unease over and to be critical of the undesirable trend which made its 
appearance among the literary circles two years ago and why they should advocate the 
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adoption of corrective measures. The liberalization trend has to various deprees 
created a negative influence on the way of life, and their feeling of unease cannot 
be said to be a product of the influence of leftist thinking. 


On the other hand, if our literary front remains vigilant and overcomes the influence 
of the capitalist liberalization trend, if it will, wnder the guidance of the four 
basic principles and the "two do's" and the “double hundred," dedicate itself to literary 
creation and the production of art that is correct and of a high quality that finds 
ready acceptance by the people, it is possible for us to purge society of the con- 
tamination caused by the 10-year period of domestic turmoil, to sound a clarion call 
for literature to play a more vital role in the establishment of a socialist material 
and spiritual civilization of a high order and to serve as a torch to light up the 
spirit of the new generation under socialism. Literature would then serve as a mirror 
in the minds of the people and truly reflect life as it is in society. Furthermore, 
the literary front, by playing an active role in shaping social life and social aware- 
ness, would also constitute a spiritual force in the forward progress of history. 
Those of us who are engagedin literary work should therefore be constantly mindful 

of our sacred mission and our glorious responsibility. 


(2) Relationship between Socialist Literature and the Entire Socialist Undertaking 


Literature, as a product of social consciousness and of social life as it is reflected 
in the minds of the people, cannot exist as something unique which bears no relation- 
ship to social life. In a society divided into different classes, a writer or an 
artist cannot but take the stand of his own class in looking at, in reflecting and 

in appraising life as he knows it. That being the case, literature cannot exist apart 
from politics. Progressive and revolutionary literature and art, having as their 
premise life as it is actu0lly lived, are patterned after a certain form and are the 
reflection of the essential qualities of life. They serve the functions of making 
clear the meaning of life, of unifying the people, of educating the people, of dealing 
a blow to the enemy, of annihilating the enemy, of lending an impetus to the forward 
progress of history and of satisfying the various esthetic needs of the people. 
Decadent and reactionary literature and art, on the contrary, often tend to distort 
life, to stir up hostile sentiments against the working people, to disseminate nega- 
tive and decadent ideas, to cater to prurient interests and to titillate the senses 

by dealing with what inspires horror, what is absurd and what is sexual and have there- 
fore the effect of corrupting and poisoning the people and of obstructing social progress. 


As a product of the spirit, it is true that literature and art must be governed by 

a special set of rules different from that which applies to industrial and agricultural 
production and other socialist undertakings. They must, as was pointed out by Lenin, 
"offer the individual the maximum opportunity to pursue his creative bent and to ex- 
press his views on a broad stratum of ideas, a stratum that embraces the realm of 
thought, fantasy, form and substance." However, because literature and art, in a 
society with different classes, must take the stand of a certain class and cannot 
exist apart from politics, they cannot be treated as an "esoteric personal pursuit” 

or an “undertaking among fellow colleagues" of a certain publication or theatrical 
troupe. As was pointed out by Lenin, "literature must be a part of party literature." 
"Literary work,” he further pointed out, "should be a part of the total endeavor of 
the proletariat class and be the 'cogwheel’ and 'screw' of the socialist democratic 
machine powered by the vanguard of the entire united, great and fully awakened working 
class. Literature must be a part of the organized, planned and integrated work of 

the Socialist Democratic Party.” 
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Why did some comrades, in the process of smashing the mental shackles imposed by the 
"sang of four," of emancipating the mind, and of overcoming the influence of leftist 
thoughts in recent years, seek to shake off party leadership, entertain doubts about 
the socialist system and declare themselves in opposition to the entire basic spirit 
of the "conclusions of the discussion meeting on literature and art held at Yanan"? 
How did the various kinds of muddled thinking come into the minds of some comrades 

on the basic mission of literature and art, on the type of audience which literature 
and art should serve, on what to praise and what to expose and on the relationship 
between creative work and real life? The basic reason is that they have forgotten 

or even denied the principle that socialist literature and art are of a political 
nature. That principle must on no account be forgotten or abandoned, just as we revo- 
lutionary literary workers and artists must never forget that we are, first and foremost, 
revolutionaires. Revolutionaries must never forget or abandon their stand and their 
personal character. Otherwise, they would lose their direction, their touch and their 
moral stand. It is obvious that some comrades have read Lenin's well-known thesis 
quoted above. However, when they write in defense of their mistaken views, they quote 
only that part regarding the special discipline of literature and fail to mention 

the fact that literature must be tied to the party and that it should be a part of 

the entire proletarian revolutionary undertaking. It was Lenin who first pointed 

out in his masterpiece the principle that literature cannot be separated from the 
proletarian class and especially the party. In fact, the very title of Lenin's master- 
piece is "Party Organization and Party Literature." 


The errors stemming from the mistaken leftist guiding thought must not be allowed 
to repeat themselves. We must be on the alert and we must put to rout the capitalist 
liberalization trend. 


The basic principles enunciated by the "Address at the Yanan Literary Discussion" 

remain the basic guiding principles for socialist literature. Naturally, as was pointed 
out by Comrade Qiao Mu [0829 2606], Comrade Mao Zedong's ideas on literature were 

not confined to what was stated in the "address," extremely rich as it is in content. 

I am citing this "address" becaupe, when the liberalization trend crested two years 

ago, there were already those (not from our province) who repudiated this "address," 
although it is the embodiment of the thoughts of Mao Zedong and has been written into 
the resolution of the Sixth Plenary Sessio of the 1lth Party Central Committee. 


Some comrades have in their studies raised the question whether the main task at the 
present time is the resolution of the leftist problem or the rightist problem. It 
should be noted that since the Third Plenar Session of the llth Party Central Committee, 
the Central Committee has firmly maintained the principle of the need to wage a struggle 
along two battlelines. So far as the guiding thought of the leadership is concerned, 
the main task has been the eradiction of leftist influences. As for the trend of 
thought in society, the main task has been to oppose the rightist liberalization trend 
of the capitalist class. The struggles on the two battlefronts are interrelated and 
enjoined. This principle of the Central Committee is based on actual circumstances 
prevailing in China following the 10-year period of domestic turmoil or even during 

the latter part of the 1950's. If we had not removed the mental shackles imposed 

by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" on the party and the people, if we had failed to 

put down unrest and restore order, if we had not eradicated the leftist influence 

of the guiding thought since the latter part of the 1950's, and if we had not emanci- 
pated the mind and opposed the position of "upholding whatever policy decision Chair- 
man Mao makes and adhering to whatever instructions the Chairman gives," how could 

we have coped with the problems which confronted the nation, maintained its security 
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and ensured the continued development of our socialist projects in a healthy manner? 
The mission of eradicating the leftist guiding thoughts in line with the resolution 
adopted by the Third to the Sixth Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee 
has now been accomplished so far as the guiding thought of the party is concerned. 

As for the eradication of the leftist influences on the various undertakings in dif- 
ferent areas, a great deal of work remains to be done in conformance with the spirit 
of the resolution of the Sixth Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Committee. 
That is one aspect of the problem. 


Looking at the problem from another angle, if, at the time that the party was engaged 
in putting down unrest and restoring order, in emancipating the mind and opposing 

"the two whatevers," we had not dealt with the various activities calculated to promote 
opposition to party leadership under various guises, if we had not opposed the current 
of thought prevailing in society as a result of the anti-socialist capitalist liberali- 
zation trend, if we had tolerated Xidan Wall in the manner of Wei Jingsheng [7614 

0078 3932], allowed the idea of liberalization as advocated by such as Li Xizhe [2621 
1585 0772] to flourish and permitted the liberalization trend to breach our ideological, 
theoretical and literary front, and permitted the mistaken ideas opposed to the four 
basic principles to be freely disseminated, our nation and our society would know 

no peace, the reactionary forces in and out of our country would be offered in the 
opportunity to wreak havoc on the nation, and the dregs of Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four" would again come to the surface with the result that the people would once 
again become confused and befuddled in their thinking and the smooth progress of our 
modernized socialist undertakings would be seriously jeopardized. If such ill-guided 
literary works as "unrequired Love," "A Disembodied Spirit Roams Across the Land" 

and "I Hate the Former Palace" wer allowed to be freely disseminated instead of being 
condemned, the people would have become confused in their thinking and the moderni- 
zation projects of socialism would have been impaired. 


For this reason, the eradication of leftist influences and opposition to liberaliza- 
tion may be likened to two rows of wheels of a train which would be immobilized if 

one of the two is missing. As regards the guiding thought of the leadership and the 
trend of thought in society, emphasis is laid on different aspects at different times. 
On the question of leadership at the present time, while attention should continue 

to be paid to the purging of leftist tendencies, effort should also be made to over- 
come the weak and dispirited state of affairs in dealing with the capitalist liberali- 
zation trend and to strengthen and improve the leadership. On the ideological front, 
attention should primarily be paid to the effect which the capitalist liberalization 
trend has on the leadership itself, to the strict adherence to the four basic prin- 
ciples and to the maintenance of political unity in the Central Committee of the party. 
It is only thus that the train of socialist modernization construction projects can 
proceed unhindered. 


(3) The Policy of Promoting Socialist Literature, the Establishment of Socialist 
Spiritual Civilization and the Development of Socialist Material Civilization Since 
the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Committee. 


We must not take a negative view of the instructions of the Central Committee in deter- 

mining what should not be written, what is conceptual and what is liberal, because 

that would reduce the range of subjects that can be written about and limit our free- 

dom of choice. It would reduce literature once again to stereotypes and to a state 

of stagnation. That cannot be the policy of the Central Committee. On the contrary, . 
since the congratulatory message delivered by Comrade Deng Xiaoping at the Fourth 














Literary Conference, Comrade Hu Yaobang and other leadership comrades in the Central 
Committee have made many statements and the Central Committee has issued many documents 
stressing the importance of promoting the development of socialist literature and 

of providing adequate creative freedom to literary workers and the fact that the field 
for literary workers covers the vast territory of thousands of miles and a time span 

of over 5,000 years. The one precondition is strict adherence to the four basic prin- 
ciples. We must on no account regard the four basic principles as being restrictive 
and far less as the so-called "four cudgels." After all, can socialist moderniza- 

tion in China be brought about in the absence of the four basic principles? 


The proposal made by the party to overcome the weak and dispirited state on the part 
of those in leadership positions and to rectify the capitalist liberalization trend 
which is opposed to the four basic principles is definitely not meant to hamper the 
flourishing of socialist literature. On the contrary, it serves to point out the 
direction which literature should take in the emancipation of the mind in a new era 
following the putting down of umrest and the restoration of order. This proposal 
would ensure the overwhelming majority of literary workers the creative freedom they 
need to open up a wider vista for the development of literature. 


To remove any doubt which certain comrades may entertain as to the policy of the Cen- 
tral Committee on literature and in substantiation of the official documents issued 

by the Central Committee, Comrade Qiao Mu [0829 2606], speaking on behalf of the Cen- 
tral Committee, said, "The congratulatory message issued by Comrade Deng Xiaoping 

to the Fourth National Conference of Literary Representatives in 1979 and the instruc- 
tions issued by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party in 1980 regarding 
the struct implementation of the spirit of the Fourth National Conference of Literary 
Representatives remain fully valid. Since the Third Plenary Session ot the 11th Party 
Central Committee, the party's policy has remained unchanged. Its policy on literature, 
culture, academics and intellectuals also remains unchanged. There has been no change. 
There can be no change and no change will be permitted." 


The forward progress of history demands that our literature must not be allowed to 
relapse into a state of stagnancy or near stagnancy. Our literature should be like 
the mighty Chang Jiang River. It is only when our socialist literature flourishes 
like the might Chang Jiang River that it can keep pace with the advance of socialist 
modernization in a large country with a population of one billion and match the glori- 
ous history of the great Chinese nation spanning a period of 5,000 years. 


The fact is, since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, 

we are in a good position, under the leadership of the correct party principles and 
policies which have dealt a mortal blow to leftist influences, and blessed with the 
extremely rich social life and the unleashing of the literary productive potential 
since the smashing of the "gang of four," to make socialist literature thrive an pros- 
per like the mighty Chang Jiang River. The limitless scope and abundance of our his- 
torical subjpct material provided by life itself is unprecedented. After having gone 
through a tortuous and difficult process, the socialist endeavors in China have entered 
upon a newera. Since the Third Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee, 
the Central Committee, by studying the new situation, by the solution of new problems 
and by boldly bringing about a series of reforms on all battlefronts, especially those 
in the industrial and agricultural areas, has brought on a new climate of vigor, anima- 
tion and prosperity. In the changes and reforms instituted in the rampaging waters 

of history, how many lights have been lit in the hearts of the people, and how glorious 
and lustrous have been the acts of wisdom on the part of the people amidst the twists 
and turns, the difficulties, the contradictions and the struggles with which we had 
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to contend! How many acts of heroism have been recorded among the various trades 

and enterprises and how many heroic personalities have appeared on the scene! All 
these heroies and acts of heroism offer endless opportunities for our writers and 
artists to light up, through their artistic work, the spirit of hundreds of millions 
of the people and to provide a motive force to speed the forward progress of history. 
Why must we hide in the shadow of the historical past, bewail our fate and hesitate 

to take a forward step? We should, instead, plunge into the torrent of the new histori- 
cal era and seek to lift up the spirit of the people, to encourage them to strive 

for what is worthwhile, to inspire them to contribute to the prosperity of a socialist 
China and to give an uplift to the spiritual outlook of the people and the lift style 
in society. 


The people are presently engaged in a serious study of the resolution of the Sixth 
Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee and the series of documents issued 
by the Central Committee on the ideological front. They have come to a better under- 
standing of the need for writers to overcome the influence of the capitalist liberaliza- 
tion trend, to clarify their thinking in line with the four basic principles and the 
policy of the "two do's" and the "double hundreds,” to examine their works and publi- 
cations and to engage seriously in the criticism of editors and writers who have published 
negative literary works and publications. The propaganda department of the provincial 
party committee, after having reviewed the work of the various propaganda units on 

the provincial level in studying and implementing the documents issued by the Central 
Committee, has come to the conclusion that the various units have overcome the weak 

and disorganized situation which had existed in various degrees. Good work has been 
done in the literary area in the main, and efforts are being made to correct certain 
chortcomings. From now on, the main task is to firmly uphold the four basic principles, 
to continue to steer creative literary work in the correct political direction, to 
prevent the erosion of the influence of the liberalization trend, to further activate 
the positive attitude of large numbers of literary workers, to bring new life to various 
types of literary creation, to develop new life to various types of literary creation. 
to develop literary talent on a wider scale and in a more healthy manner, and to ren- 
der better service to the people and the cause of socialism. After having heard the 
collective report of the propaganda department of the provincial party committee re- 
cently, the chief leading comrades in the provincial party committee have accepted 

the assessment by the propaganda department of the provincial party committee of the 
propaganda work done on the literary front and in the ideological area throughout 

the province. They are of the opinion that, after the problems which had existed 

in the past have been dealt with, energy should be directed toward the production 

of creative work. It is their opinion that the comrades on the ideological and literary 
fronts should cast away their doubts, that they should not adopt a wait and see atti- 
tude and that, so long as they adopt a correct stance in line with the party, party 
principles and the principles of socialism, they should plunge fearlessly into their 
creative work. The chief leadership comrades in the provincial party committee have 
accepted our suggestion that we should proceed like the mighty Chang Jiang River instead 
of being mired in a pool of stagnant water. Naturally, it is only to be expected 

that a certain amount of sludge will find its way into the mighty Chang Jiang River, 

but etfort should be made to keep it to the minimum. To achieve that end, positive 
effort should be made to direct the water through the proper channel and to prevent 

the silt from building up and the river from overflowing its banks. That can be accom- 
plished through the medium of literary criticism, the function of which is to make 

known and to recommend what is good and worthy of emulation, to condemn what is bad, 

and to suggest how errors and shortcomings may be overcome. The purpose of criticizing 
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and condemning bad writing, that is, what is not in keeping with the four basic princi- 
ples, is to limit its sale to the minimum, to channel the flow of water in the right 
direction and to dispose of the sludge. Aside from that, some basic work remains 

to be done. In the case of a river, trees and shrubs should be planted at the upper 
course and along the banks in order to protect the ecological environment, to conserve 
the soil and to purify the riverhead. In the case of literary creation, it is neces- 
Sary to study Marxism, the thoughts of Mao Zedong and the principles and policies 

of the party. At the same time, writers and editors should be encouraged and or- 
ganized to delve deeply into life, to breathe in fresh air and to take in nourishment 
on a regular basis by going among those who help to build a new pattern of life. 


In short, literary criticism should be developed in a healthy and positive manner 

and writers and editors should be encouraged and organized to delve deeply into life 
ona regular basis. So long as that is done, there is no doubt that our literary crea- 
tion will flourish as never before and that it will surge ahead like the mighty Change 
Jiang River. 


Next year marks the 40th anniversary of the "address." We must from now on proceed 
in a positive manner to make all the necessary preparations to create the necessary 
conditions for literary creations to further flourish during the coming year. 
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CRITICISM OF LEFTIST VIEWS OF HUANG GANG 
Hong Kong ZHENG MING [CONTENDING] in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 82 p 56-57 


[Article by Hou Biao [0186 2871]: "The Leftist Counterattack--A Denun- 
ciation of Huang Gang's Sophistries” ] 


[Text] I suggest that foreign readers find some way to be able to read 
volume three of the 1981 issue of the journalism review SHIDAIDE 
BAOGAO [REPORT ON THE TIMES |]. In this issue, except for a strange 
article which attacks a Hong Kong “leftist” newspaper (See the 50th 
issue of ZHENG MING [CONTENDING] for a report on this), there are a 
good many articles which foreigners say "make counterattacks against 
leftists who oppose ‘liberalization'.” Huang Gang [7806 6921] care- 
fully plotted these articles, which concentrate on nitpicking over a 
leftist concept, and which are very revealing to the readers. 


The matter seems to have begun with the “Bai Hua [4101 2901] Incident.” 
Censure of a Leftist Formulation by Huang Gang 


In April of 1981 the “Bai Hua Incident” suddenly erupted. Although 
the JIEFANGJUN BAO [ARMY LIBERATION DAILY]! launched the attack the 
motive force actually came from the SHIDAIDE BAOGAO publication titled 
GUOJI BAOGAOWENXUE YANJIU XUEHUI HUIKAN [PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL JOURNALISM COMMITTEE]. The editor-in-chief was Huang Gang, 
who was known as ‘Yao Wenyuan The Second.' Huang Gang was not begrudg- 
ing in his labors and produced a supplemental issue of SHIDAIDE BAOGAO 
which was dedicated to the criticism of Bai Hua. In this “supplement” 
there is an editorial titled "A Warning to the Readers” which can be 
considered as an “official denunciation" of Bai Hua's "“Kulian--Bitter 
Love." In the "Warning to the Readers” there is a familiar, extremely 
leftist sentence, “We are resolved to join together with, mutually 
encourage and advance together with the broad workers, peasants, 
soldiers and their cadres and with the patriotic intellectuals!" The 
formulation “patriotic intellectuals” obviously was not created by 
Muang Gang and his bunch. The use of familiar leftist language put 
people on their guard and many readers wrote in denouncing Huang Gang. 


Startingon 27 May 1981, the BEIJING KEJI BAO [BEIJING SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY DAILY! consecutively ran 13 issues with the title "Dui 
‘SHIDAIDE BAOGAO' Tifade Fanying--Responses to the Formulation in 
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SHIDAIDE BAOGAO” and with a total of 26 articles. It was revealed 
that in over 100 letters and articles only four or five agreed with 
the formulation “patriotic intellectuals.” Many readers pointed out 
that this formulation rejects the analysis by the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Communist Party that “intellectuals are a part of the 
working class” and is a harmful legacy of leftist thought which 
Places no trust in intellectuals. They believe that there definitely 
are individual traitors among the intellectuals, just as such scum 
also exist among the workers, peasants and cadres. However, since it 
is not necessary to use the expressions “patriotic workers,” “patriotic 
peasants” and “patriotic cadres” then there also should be no need to 
use the expression “patriotic intellectuals." 


It is worthwhile to note the denunciations of the SHIDAIDE BAOGAO 
formulation by Li Jingfang [2621 2529 5364] and Hua Zhengmao [5478 
2973 5399]. In a letter to the BEIJING KEJI BAO Li Jingfang said the 
formulation “patriotic intellectuals...unquestionably is a type of 
political alignment of the classes found in Chinese society. What is 
incomprehensible is that the ‘intellectuals’ still are subjected to 
such prejudice and listed in the ‘irregular register.’ It is only 
through the addition of the qualifier ‘patriotic’ that they can be 
mentioned in the same breath as the ‘broad workers, peasants, soldiers 
and cadres.’ This formulation is identical with that of the ‘gang of 
four’ time period, however at that time the qualifier was ‘revolution- 
ary’'.” This formulation found in the SHIDAIDE BAOGAO “tells us that in 
China ‘leftist’ influences cannot be underestimated. During the last 
several tens of years our national policies have had a considerable 
number of errors. I personally feel that being unscientific and 
denigrating the intellectuals probably will have long-ranging in- 
fluences and relatively severe consequences.” 


Hua Zhengmao wrote to say that "The issue of the intellectuals seems 
to be a sensitive political problem as we have been involved with it 
these past several tens of years. Whenever there is any trouble this 
problem is brought out to kick around once again.” "After smashing the 
‘gang of four’ the Party Central perceived the seriousness of this 
issue and restored order from chaos by setting matters to right for 
the intellectuals, scientists and technicians by restoring the origi- 
nal historical conditions. This was a matter of great significance. 
Nonetheless, some people remained uncomfortable with this, unable to 
view the intellectuals either in this fashion or in that fashion. 
Whenever the progress of intellectual liberation produced some minor 
upset or disturbance they always placed the blame on the intellectuals 
and looked for some signs of “heresy” among the intellectuals. 


The letters from the readers quite easily drew blood in pointing out 
the extreme leftist views found in the SHIDAIDE BAOGAO. 


At one time, in May, June and July of 1981, Huang Gang and the rest 
were under attack from all sides. During this period Huang dared not 
utter a sound. not that they were defeated, it was just that the times 
were not right for them and they had to remain silent for a while. 
Ahen the time was right they would launch their counterattack. 
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The Leftist Faction Has Another Chance During the Opposition to 
Liberalization 


Subsequently, after August and September the upper levels of the 
party criticized bourgeois “liberalization” and carried out many acts, 
among them the severe criticism of Bai Hua's “Kulian,” affirming the 
Original criticism found the army newspaper. This was extremely 
beneficial to Huang Gang and the third issue of SHIDAIDE BAOGAO pub- 
lished on 15 September contained three bombshells carefully construct- 
ed by Huang Gang and his bunch. They not only viciously satirized 
those who previously disagreed with their formulation, they moreover 
used every possible sophistry to affirm that “the formulation patrio- 
tic intellectuals is completely without error.” 


There even was an article titled "The Formulation Found in SHIDAIDE 
BAOGAO is Entirely Without Error.” Every conceivable “leftist theory” 
made an appearance, thoroughly demonstrating the extreme left level 
of Huang Gang‘s group. Unfortunately the phrase “entirely without 
error” is completely erroneous. 


The Formulation of New ‘Standards’ Regarding Intellectuals 


It is said that the qualifier “patriotic” prefixed to the work intel- 
lectuals by the editors of SHIDAIDE BAOGARO “definitely has its his- 
torical background and practical reasons." The “historical background 
is found in the semi-feudal, semi-colonial society of old China when 
the people made “political alignments” of the intellectuals. The basic 
yardstick was to see them either as patriots or as traitors." We do 
not know which line or chapter of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought 
this “basic yardstick” is taken from, only Huang Gang can answer that 
question. In deciding the “political alignment” of the workers, 
peasants and soldiers of old China was any such “basic yardstick" 

ever used? Was it the case that the workers, peasants and soldiers 
were natural patriots and could not harbor any traitors, while the 
intellectuals were natural traitors so that this “basic standard” 

was used to redeem the intellectuals? Furthermore, is the “basic 
standard” established 30 or 40 years ago to remain forever as the 
“basic standard"? In recent years the Communist Party has said that 
"intellectuals are a part of the working class,” but “old China” and 
the new China of the past 20-some years have not said so and Mao 
Zedong Thought also has not said so. There is no need to bother with 
anything so remote as “old China,” as somewhat closer in time there 
are the standards” of the “stinking old nine” and the “bourgeoisie.” 
Huang Gang neglected the near and sought the remote in finding “sup- 
port” for things so distant from us! 


A Large-Scale Beating 


What are these “practical reasons"? It is said: “At present, among 

the intellectuals there are two tendencies regarding this issue. One 
is among a minority of people (individuals) in art and literary 
circles who lack even an iota of patriotic spirit and who consistently 
create or perform traitorous works. The other is a minority of people 





(individuals) in science and technology. After the Third Plenum the 
Party implemented policies concerning them and they finally lost in- 
terest in constructing the four modernizations in the socialist home- 
land and gladly took themselves off to other countries where they 
lived off foreign rice'.” Please note that the leftist poisons of 
Huang Gang were spread in total disregard of all other considerations. 
The claim that people in art and literary circles "had not even an 
iota of patriotic spirit” and created “traitorous works" was not a 
general criticism but was directed at Bai Hua. An examination of the 
definitive discussions of Bai Hua‘’s "“Kulian™ made by high ranking 
members of the Communist Party and published in two issues of WENYI 
BAO _JOURNAL OF ART AND LITERATURE ] never once dared place the hat of 
“traitor” on the head of Bai Hua, though Huang Gang and his group 
dared to do so! Huang Gang made a slip in denying that they were 
“waving clubs," but this was wasted effort as there is clear evidence 
that they have labeled Bai Hua a “traitor.” The so-called “minority 
of scientists and technicians” who are “uninterested” in the four 
modernizations of their native land and who “gladly ran off to other 
countries to live off ‘foreign rice'” obviously also are ‘traitors.” 
In this way Huang Gang and his group have committed a frightening deed 
by labeling the many intellectuals now abroad as living off “foreign 
rice." This has revealed the extreme left scheme to force revisions 
in current policies regarding Overseas Chinese affairs. 


We Alone are Revolutionary 


It is also said that the SHIDAIDE BAOGAO was directed at "Kulian" 
which Huang Gang had designated as traitorous and that it “expressed 
interest” in the “patriotic intellectuals.” Huang Gang went on at 
length rhetorically asking “Is it conceivable that intellectuals 
withovt even an iota of patriotism would criticize ‘'Kulian'”? The 

"Is it conceivable..." is so well expressed! I believe that quite a 
number of people hold different views on “Kulian.” The majority of 
intellectuals overseas are in support of “Kulian." Domestically, ac- 
cording to my personal knowledge, the number of intellectuals who are 
critical of "Kulian” is a minority, or at least not a great majority. 
In Chinese Communist literary and art circles a great many people re- 
main silent concerning "“Kulian" (This is because they cannot openly 
support it so the best method is to remain silent). According to the 
logic of Huang Gang, a great many of the foreign and domestic intel- 
lectuals who support "Kulian” or who are “unable to criticize” it are 
"without even a iota of partriotism.” It would appear that throughout 
the whole of China it is only Huang Gang and his group who so vocif- 
erously criticize “Kulian” that are the true patriots! Herein is 
revealed the we-alone-are-revolutionary mentality of the extreme left 
faction. 


. Good Command of ‘Formal Logic’ 


Regarding the use of the qualifier patriotic prefixed to the word in- 
tellectuals, Huang Gang supports the con ention that this is ‘entirely 
without error” only through the use of sophistry. His bunch says; 
"Soncerning the use of the qualifier, ...if a little more careful 
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thought were given one would then discover that not only is a 
qualifier prefixed to the word intellectuals, a qualifier is also 
prefixed to the words workers, peasants and soliders. The difference 
is that one qualifier is patriotic while the other is “broad.” 
Huang Gang and his bunch parade their knowledge of “formal logic” in 
this fashion. Basically, there are qualifiers prefixed to each group 
and “formally” this is precisely the case! In this fashion, “The in- 
tellectuals already are ‘placed on a par‘ with the ‘broad workers, 
peasants, soldiers and their cadres'"! However, since they deny that 
they are making a “political alignment” and claim that they treat the 
workers, peasants and soldiers and the intellectuals equally without 
discrimination, then, in the unified "entity" of the “proletariat” 
why is it that they insist on using the politically neutral adjective 
“broad” with that portion of the proletariat called the workers, 
peasants and soldiers and for that other portion of the proletariat 
called the “intellectuals” they change the “standards” and employ the 
highly politicized qualifier "patriotic"? Can it be that only the 
workers, peasants and soldiers are “broad" while the intellectuals 
are “a small handful"? This method of changing “standards” for ob- 
jects in the same category is confusing and arbitrary. Such humorous 
results as this could probably be avoided by the study of a little 
formal logic! I suggest that the Chinese Communist experts in formal 
logic conduct some research on the "formal logic” paraded by the 
leftist faction! 


What "Traditional Practices’ is the Leftist Faction Following? 


It is only natural that sophistries produce strange results, but Huanz 
Gang and his bunch are actually telling the truth. They claim that 
prefixing the word “intellectuals” with the qualifier “patriotic” “is 
no more than a continuation of the customary arrangements. This is 
nothing but a voluntary confession! These so-called “customary arran- 
gements" are very familiar to people's ears, i.e., “local, rich, 
anti, bad, rightist, rebellious, subversive, capitalist roader, 
stinking old nine (intellectuals)."” There are “arrangements"such as 
"The final distinction in deciding whether someone is revolutionary 
or non-revolutionary or counter-revolutionary is to see whether or 
not they join together with the masses of workers and peasants." There 
are “arrangements” which place people in the “regular registers" or 
in the “irregular registers." The only missing “arrangement” is one 
which says that “Intellectuals are a part of the working class." 
Actually, the “customary arrangements” given above are being “handed 
down” by the leftist faction. What must especially be noticed is that 
the sang of four were the most “customary” in applying qualifiers. 
Quring the "Cultural Revolution” it was necessary to prefix every- 
thing with “revolutionary.” I can recall the “revolutionary workers 
and peasants,” the “revolutionary intellectuals,” the “revolutionary 
cadres,” and the “revolutionary teachers," and even the students and 


heads of families, i.e., “revolutionary head of the family” ... and 
whoever said that this was wrong! Since no one “has ever guaranteed 
that all of the intellectuals are patriotic and that none are un- 
patriotic it is therefore “entirely without error” to prefix the word 
“intellectuals” with the qualifier “patriotic.” In this vein, no one 





has ever guaranteed that all of the workers, peasants, cadres, 
teachers and heads of families are completely revolutionary and that 
not one of them is not revolutionary. In this way, in the minds of 
Huang Gang and his bunch it is ‘entirely without error" that the gang 
of four would naturally prefix everything with the adjective "“revo- 
lutionary”! The criticism during the past few years of the gang of 
four formulation “most revolutionary” has now been reversed by the 
extreme leftist faction and it is perfectly justifiable to “continue 
this tradition." 


This is the essence of the matter regarding this entire issue. 


Just as the foreigners predicted in the beginning, the Chinese Com- 
munist opposition to “liberalization” would present the leftist 
faction with an opportunity. This can now be believed. Huang Gang and 
his group unabashadly follow an extreme leftist road, and considering 
the political climate in China proper it is very difficult to expose 
this. I have therefore written this article to reveal this abroad. 
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DEFICITS, PRICE RISES SAID TO WORRY NPC DELEGATES 
Hong Kong CHENG MING [CONTENDING] in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 82 pp 8-10 


[Article in "Word From the North" column by Luo Bing [5012 0393]: "Behind-the- 
Scene News at the NPC"™] 


[Text] At the beginning and middle of December, there was a nip in the air in 
Beijing. On the surface of the water at Beihai and other places, nature spread 
a layer of sparkling, crystal-clear glass. Braving the danger, youths skated 
on the thin ice. 


The youths who challenged the cold deserve the name of warriors! 
Anxiety Behind the Question Marks 


On this side of the city sat several thousands of NPC deputies and CPPCC members 
under the round dome of the brilliantly lit Great Hall of the People. Most 

of them were seniors and elders who had white at their temples or were even 
hoary-haired. Among them there were not too many who were "three 5's." Do 

they have the courage and dashing spirit of young people? 


By "three 5's" we do not mean a brand of English cigarettes but the "three 5's 
cadres." These cadres have three "5" characteristics: they began to take part 
in the revolution in the fifties, they are now about 50 years old, and their 
monthly salary is about 50 yuan. 


When the deputies heard Zhao Ziyang's economic report and Wang Bingqian's financial 
report, they felt amid the bitter cold that spring was in the air. The 10-point 
policy, the continuing readjustment, and the economic prospects all made them 
happy. However, after the meetings of small groups began, some comrades shivered 
a little. 


In their minds were question marks, and behind every question mark was anxiety. 


"Why Don't We Send Some Girls to Hong Kong To Work?" 


When making direct and indirect contrasts with the NPC deputies and the CPPCC 
members, I had the strong impression that the speeches of the NPC deputies were 











comparatively restrained. It was said that when speaking at the meetings of 
small groups, after they had in general said many good words about "endorsing 
the reports" and the "very good situation," they then put forward a few 
objections. Naturally, there were also those who spoke as if they were making 
a breakthrough and who boldly and sharply put forward criticisms and proposals. 
But, generally speaking, they were people like Chen Jianfei, vice governor of 
Heilongjiang Province, who straightforwardly said that what is needed now are 
not reforms of an improving nature but reforms of a revolutionary nature, and 
like Wang Ruoshui, deputy editory in chief of RENMIN RIBAO, who said that 

Zhao Ziyang's report did not emphasize socialist democracy. But, after all, 
among the many gentlemen of the NPC, there were very few who spoke like this. 
The situation of the CPPCC members was a little different. The talk of these 
70- to 80-year-old elders is very "free." Natura! _y, "free" is not equivalent 
to "correct." For example, someone said: "The monthly wage of a Philippine 
girl who becomes a maidservant in Hong Kong is about 1,000 yuan. Why don't 

we send some people to work there and earn foreign exchange? The criticisms 
and objections made by these elders were fairly sharp. Someone said that he 
didn't fear losing his position (as a CPPCC member) or being rectified; after 
all, he was not long for this world and should speak up on behalf of the 
peasants. Regardless of whether their ideas are correct or not, their spirit 
is commendable--they have shown that they are still full of vigor. The NPC 
and the CPPCC--the former is rather "restrained" and the latter rather "loose." 
Although the contrast between them is not too sharp, traces of it can be seen. 


Happiness Over the Deficit Question 


As is well known, the central topic for discussion at the 4th Session of the 

5th NPC is the economic question. The "66" plan and the revised constitution, 
which were originally the two items on the agenda, were cancelled because of 

the slow progress on the economic plan and the draft constitution. Therefore, 
Premier Zhao Ziyang's"government work report," which dealt with the economic 

plan, and Finance Minister Wang Bingqian's report on financial work became 

the center of the discussions at the NPC session. Im the small group discussions, 
the NPC deputies exhibited first joy and then anxiety. Why the anxiety? 


First of all there is the deficit question. 


"Initially, when hearing the report, everybody was relieved about the financial 
deficit and had no anxiety." A friend attending the session told me: "This 

was because the premier and minister said that the financial deficit of 

17 billion yuan in 1975 had been reduced to 12.7 billion yuan in 1980, and in 
1981 it unexpectedly was reduced to 10 billion yuan, a drop of 2.7 billion yuan. 
Although the budget deficit in 1982 increases, it does so only by 300,000 yuan. 
We think that 2.7 billion yuan would have been all right, as would 3 billion yuan. 
It would not be too havd to make up this deficit: with 1 billion people in the 
country, if every person were to contribute 2 mao every month, the deficit would 
be immediately wiped out. Other, wealthier countries have a deficit every year 
of 100 billion or several 10's of billions of U.S. dollars. Thinking of this, 
happiness spread among everybody and their hearts were warmed in the bitter 
cold..." 








I saw my friend suddenly pull a long face. Greatly puzzled, I asked: '‘"Why 
the change from joy to sorrow?" 


Doubts About the Deficit Question 


"This is because some deputies have detected matters requiring further considera- 
tion in the figures for the large reduction in the 1981 deficit. They balance 
the books in this way: In 1981, internal borrowings totaled about 12 billion 
yuan (including 1.8 billion yuan in issued treasury bonds and over 7 billion 
yuan borrowed by the central authorities from the localities). These two sums 

of money are the state's debt. Furthermore, the foreign debt has grown year 

by year. In 1979, it was 3.5 billion yuan; in 1980, 4.3 billion yuan; and 

in 1981 it rose to 8 billion yuan. Naturally, this is also the state's debt. 

The NPC delegates posed this question: Didn't the reduction in the 1981 financial 
deficit depend on the internal debt and the foreign debt. The deputies held that 
to leave the foreign debt out of the calculation and depend only on internal 
debt to shrink the deficit would not do. After balancing the books and dis- 
covering the problem, everybody's heart sank." 


"How do you yourself look at it?" 
Relief, Joy or Anxiety 
"I am a layman in finance and economics, and so I don't have any good suggestions. 


These days I have many misgivings. According to the method of calculation used 
by Minister Wang Bingqian, in the past 3 years, China has been able to increase 
its financial revenue and decrease its deficit every year by 4.3 billion to 

10 billion yuan. Then, there should be a surplus in 1982, so why was there 

a deficit estimated at over 3 biilion yuan? Even if 1982 is left out of the 
calculations, beginning with 1983, there should be an annual surplus, so after 
5 years couldn't the accumulative financial surplus reach 10's of billions of 
yuan? I cannot at the moment say whether this method of calculation, in the 
final analysis, should make us relieved, joyful or anxious. Premier Zhao Ziyang 
said in his report: ‘Within a short period of time, financial revenues and 
expenditures, from having a very big deficit, have basically been put into 
balance (in 198l--author).' For any nation this would not be an easy thing. 
These words were good to hear, but what was the actual situation like? I felt 
as if I had just ‘overturned a jar of the five flavors.'" 


Hearing what my friend said, I also felt as if molten silver had been poured into 
my heart, and the problem weighed heavily on my mind. The financial question 
concerns the lifeline of the state, and some of the NPC deputies cannot take it 
lightly. On this point, they can be said to represent the will of the people. 

It is said that Qian Weichang has proposed that the NPC pass legislation to 
control the state's finances. This proposal reflects the deputies" anxiety 

about finances and their sense of responsibility toward the people. 
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Remaining Doubts About the ‘Basic Stability of Prices' 
What also causes the deputies to be care-ridden is the question of prices. 


Zhao Ziyang said in his economic report: "At the same time that financial 
revenues and expenditures have been basically balanced, market prices have 
been basically stabilized." However, some of the NPC deputies and CPPCC 
members doubt the accuracy of this statement. With regard to the first half 
of the statement--"financial revenues and expenditures have been basically 
balanced"--many deputies have cause for suspicion, as has been mentioned 
above. With regard to the second half of the statement-—-"prices have been 
basically stabilized"--they think this is somewhat overstating the case. 


These deputies maintain that, while some prices have been basically stabilized, 
others have gone up, up, up. Perhaps because the increase in the prices of 
alcohol and tobacco triggered a chain reaction, perhaps because the shadow of 
inflation covers the entire country, perhaps because although the prices of 
some merchandise has not been raised, their appearance on the market is not 
very rational, perhaps because... the reason is perhaps that there are 50 facts 
before their eyes that everybody "would rather not see." The fact remains: 

the prices of many goods have risen. In Beijing, big furniture and small 
chopsticks have both gone up in price. 


Rush To Buy a Million Jin of Foodstuffs 


Some deputies complained that the state announced last year that prices would 
be raised on only a dozen kinds of agricultural and subsidiary products, but 
now prices have risen on a hundred kinds, and perhaps will not stop at 

several hundreds or even over a thousand kinds! For example, the price has 
even risen on the rubber bands that women use for tying their hair and children 
use for skipping. Originally 1 mao would buy 10 rubber bands, but not it only 
buys 9. 


My friend told me that because some prices have been raised, there is a little 
turmoil in the public mind. As early as before the NPC opened, it was rumored 
that the prices of foodstuffs, cotton cloth and coal briquets would go up, and 
this rumor spread quickly to every street and lane in Beijing. Consequently, 
big and small surges of rush-buying appeared. In one day the residents of 
Beijing city rushed out and bought over 1 million jin of foodstuffs. 


"A million jin!" I thought aloud, shocked to the core. 

"Some people are also rush-buying other things," my friend said. "Once the price 
of iron pots went up, everybody was afraid that the prices of other articles 
made of iron would follow in its wake, and one after another people prepurchased 
large electrical appliances such as washing machines.” 
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All Over China There Is No ‘'China' 


One day I walked down Wangfujing. Tides of people were surging on the street, 
and some people were crowding into shops to buy things. I saw several young 
people buy a big box of things and, as they came out of the shop, they were 
smiling broadly. Looking at their expressions, I discovered a little 
resemblance to the "mixed emotions" of people in Hong Kong. Accompanying me 
was a reporter who is skilled in photography. He immediately grasped the 
opportunity to climb to a "high place" and take this rare shot [reference 

to an accompanying photograph of crowds rushing to buy goods in Wangfujing]. 


I don't know whether it was in reference to the rush to buy some fairly good 
brands of cigarettes that the following piece of doggerel has spread among 
the people. 


There is no "China" in the vast land of China, 
We don't see the "Peony" blossom, 

The "Front Gate" doesn't lead to a back gate, 
When will the "Phoenix" come to my home? 
"China," "Peony," "Front Gate," and "Phoenix" are names of cigarette brands. 
It is said that this poem was read loudly and clearly at the small group 
meetings of the NPC and become famous overnight in the capital. This is 
rather strange. After the rise in cigarette prices, one could only buy fairly 
good cigarettes by "going through the back door." Is it possible that there 
are too many smokers in Beijing? 


There .re People Who Advocate Price Rises for Some Goods 


Diver;ent views on the price question appeared in the small group meetings 

of the NPC. For example, Zhu Benzheng, a delegate from Shandong, thinks that 
the prices of some goods ought to be raised in order to lighten the burden 

of the subsidies that the state pays out. But in the opinion of the great 
majority of the deputies, stabilizing prices is still the very best plan. 

Jia Tingsan, secretary of the Beijing Municipal [CCP] Committee, on the 

one hand explained the reason for the rise in prices of bamboo articles, 
thermos flask liners, chinaware, and iron pots and, on the other hand, 
pointed out that the rumors in Beijing that the prices of cotton cloth, food- 
stuffs, and coal briquets would rise was a baseless fabrication. This 
refutation of a rumor had some effect. To reassure people, Beijing lowered 
the price of every washing machine by 30 yuan. Naturally, this caused a loss 
to the people who had rush-purchased washing machines before the price dropped, 
and it also had a certain effect on keeping prices down. 


Where Did the Rumor Come From? 
At the small group meetings of the NPC, nobody proposed that the "rumor be 


tracked down," because everybody had a fairly good idea of its source. With 
the pressure for "increases" or "rises," and with the suggestion put forward 
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by certain experts to lighten the state's subsidy burden, it was very easy 

for talk about price rises for cotton cloth and foodstuffs to get about. 

When refuting the rumor, Jia Tingsan did not blame certain nervous people 

in Beijing, and perhaps this was because the rumor originated by inferential 
reasoning. "However, I can tell you responsibly that ‘many rumors and much 
gossip come out of Beijing and that Beijing is frequently the source of rumors 
and gossip. The source of hearsay is often Beijing." These are not my words 
but those of a higher-up." 


A faint smile flitted over my friend's face. I questioned him closely: "Who 
was the higher-up?" 


"Comrade Hu Yaobang. Not long ago he said this in an internal speech. There 
could be a deep meaning in his saying 'Beijing'..." 


Which Ministry Has 28 Ministers? 


In addition to the deficit and price questions, the NPC deputies and the CPPCC 
members had many complaints about the phenomena of bureaucracy and waste. 
Unfortunately, "Word" cannot go into this matter in depth, because when my 
Manuscript was to be mailed to Hong Kong, CHENG MING decided that it should be 
divided into two parts. So this "matter" is not finished and will be gone 
into in depth in the next issue. Here, I can only write the following: When 
the Hong Kong newspapers were exposing the problems of bureaucracy and waste, 
perhaps they reported that a ministry of the State Council has 1 minister and 
over 28 vice ministers, but did not reveal which ministry. Here let me be 

the first to supply this deficiency: this ministry, which possesses a typical 
character, is the Ministry of Metallurgical Industry. 
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